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GENERAL *■ 

Rules and CAtrtiotfs. 



I. XT. THEN you have hooked a sib, never fdFer 
W ^ im ta run out with the line ; bat keep 
your rod bent, and as. near perpendicular as you cam* 
by this method the top plies to every puU-hemakes, 
and you prevent the draining of your line For the 
fame rtafon, 

II. Never raifea large /ift) out.$f.the water by 
taking the halt W> yrfrjcn the &*>& ft fjM&ied,or indeed 
any part of tberline ih'toyour hand i but either put a 
landing net under h^oHJjr vtariv of that your hat : 
you may indeed & %;£ftviijg, day hold of your line 
to draw a fi(h tp you* hut # $b4? mjitt be done with 
caution. \ *-/'*:** * - W*. V 

HI. Your fik; J fbr whipping' hooks and other fine 
work, m uft be very fmall ; ufe it double, and wax it 
(and indeed every other fort #f binding) with (hoe* 
maker's wax ; if your wax is too fUfr, temper it with 
tallow. 

IV. Indofe the knots and joints of your line in a 
little pill of wax, preffed very clofe, and the fuper- 
fluities pinched off; this wHI foon harden, and pre- 
vent the knots from drawing. 

V. If for ftrong fiihing you ufe the grafs, which, 
when you can get it fine, is to be preferred to gut, 
remember to foak it always an hour in water before 
you ufe it : this will make it tough and prevent its 
junking. 



RULES and CAUTIONS, iv 

VI. Whenever yon begin to filh, wee the ends of the 
joints of your rod ; which, as it makes them fwell, 
.will prevent their loofening. And, 

J/ 11. If yon happen with rain or otberwife to wet 
your rod, fo that yoo cannot pall the joints afunder, 
turn the ferrel round a few times in the flame of a 
candle, and they will eafily feparate. 

VIII. Before you fix the loop of bridle to yonr 
hook in order to make a fly ; to prevent its drawing 
before to finge the ends of $t ; do the fame by the 
bftir to which at any time you whip a hook. 

IX. Make flic* in warm weather only ; for in 
cold your waxed filk will not draw. 

X. In rainy weather, or when the feafon for rim- 
ing it over repair whatever damage yoor tackle has 
fuftained. / 

XI. Never jegard jwfcafc bunglers and flovens tell 
you, but beitefertifcai igeatfe& pTypgf^ackle, and a 
nice and curio ut'hiftid rn alfyour^DHcTare abfolute- 
lyneceOary ~\ : :.;;:: : : - 

XII. Never fifh-io Any, .wajtor t&at is not common 
without firft obtaining: leavje. of .the owners, which 
is feldom denied i4«tkoTe*m6s)cie;ve it. 

Laftly. Remember tnaVilie wit' and invention of 
man were given for greater putpofes than to enfnare 
filly fifh : and that, how delightful foever Angling 
may appear, it ceafes to be innocent when ufed other- 
wife than as mere recreation. 
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Ait of Angling; 

Compleat FLY-FISHER. 



IWBCWGLiNG" has always been 
*A A ffi defervedly reckoned one of the 

«ar^j mo ^ i nnoce P c an ^ delightful 
i£3MfcJ» recreations of the fportfman : it 
gives the mind a very agreeable and amu- 
fing entertainment, and at the fame time 
contributes not a little to the health and 
vigour of the body, by the moderate and 
gentle exercife it requires, as well as by 
the wholfome and refrefhing air that plays 
upon the water. The defign of the fol- 
lowing fheets, is to contribute what I can 
towards the improvement and perfection of 



Z fbe Art of Angling i 

this excellent Art, particularly of that de- 
lightful branch of ir f Fly-fifhingi wherem 
the- reader may be afiured, that the direc- 
tions he will meet with are not the trite 
and common ones frequently taken upon 
truft from other*, and generally found 
unfuccefeful upon trial : but they will be, 
for^ the moft part, „ new ahd ^uncommon, 
founded upoo repeated obfervations" of my 
<Jwn, and confirmed by many years prac- 
tice and experience in the Art. 

Thb manner in«which I intend to treat 
this fubjeft will be this. After mentioning 
the rivers (at leaft the chiefeft of them) 
which are the fcenes of the Angler's diver- 
fion, to defcribe the different kinds of fifh 
their inhabitants : their feveral natures and 
qualities: their haunts, and places of feed- 
ing and retirement: the various kinds of 
foods and baits adapted to each particular 
kind of fifh, together with the moft pro- 
per times and feafons of ufing them : and 
more efpecially the great diverGty of flics 
which nature produces for them, in a won- 
derful, yet regular fucceflion : with direc- 
tions for making the artificial fly, and a par- 
ticular accoun of the neceflary materials, 
as feathers, furrs, &c. requilite to make 
every fore of fly in fuch manner as to have 
the neareft refemblance to the natural. - 



And Compleat Fly-fishe*. £ 

The Number of our Rivers in England 
are by fome reckoned to be three hundred 
and twenty-five, moft of the principal of 
which are as follow* 



Thames. 


Dove. 


Nyd. 


Tine. 


Severn. 


Dun. 


Oufe, 


Teft. 


Trent. 


Dart. 


Orwell. 


Teme. 


Humber. 


Eden. 


Qtmy. • 


Thryn* 


Midway. 


Eatnon. 


V arret. 


Teeu 


Tweed. 


Eavenlode.Plim. 


Ver. 


Wye. 


Ex. 


Petterel. 


UJk. 


Avon. 


trome. 


Rotber. 


Ware. 


Are. 


lfis. 


Reck. 


Werner. 


Arm. 


Itchen. 


Rhea. 


Weland. 


Blithe. 


Iddle. 


Roden. 


Wenfbeck. 


Breton. 


Kennet. 


Ribble. 


Wey. 


Colder. 


Lea. 


Rumney. 


Waveney. 


Cherwell. 


Line. 


Stour. 


Witbam. 


Cburner. 


Levant. 


Swift. 


Windrujh. 


Cbelmer. 


Lon. 


Stroud. 


Wafb. 


Coin. 


Lowther. 


Sow. 


Willey. 


Clun. 


Lug. 


Sberburn 


. Warf. 


Crouch. 


Merfey. 


Swell. 


Toure. 


Dee. 


Monnow. 


Salwarp. 


Tare. 


JDerwenty 


, Nen. 


Tame. 




Deben. 


Nadder. 


Tamer. 
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THA M E S, the chief river of the 
ifland, is oompofed of two rivers* Tkmc 
and Mis* the former rifing in fiuckifag- 
hamffiire, the other about two miles weft 
of Cirencefter, in Gloucefterfhire ; and 
uniting their ftreams with their names near 
Dorchefter, in Oxfordlhire, make a fine 
beautiful river t from thence is called 
by the above fingie name of Thames; 
which.flowing and journeying on through 
the fevecaL. counties of Berks, Buckingham, 
Middlefeic* Surry, Effex, and Kent, join) 
the Medwsy in the very mouth of die Bri» 
tifh Occait 

SE V E R N is alfo a large and beau* 
tiful river, which, for the length of in 
navigation, may rival or even exceed the 
former. It has its rife in Plinlimmon-hill, 
in Montgomery (hire, and is capable of car- 
rying large boats and barges in the fame 
county. It wafties in its courfe the walls 
of Shrewflbury, Worcefter, and Glouces- 
ter, and feveral other places of lefs dif- 
tin&ion, and at laft difembogues itfelf into 
the Briftol Channel about feven miles 
4 below that city. 

TRENT, 
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TRENT, fo called from its produ- 
cing thirty kinds of fifh, or from its re* 
ception of thirty leffer rivers* has its foun- 
tain in Staffbrdfhire, and flowing through 
the feveral counties of Nottingham, Lin- 
coin, Leicefter, and York, augmenteth 
the turbulent river Humber, the moft vio- 
lent current of all the ifland. 

HUMBER is not properly a diftinft 
river, as not having a fpring-head of its 
own, but is rather the mou«fr or receptacle 
of divers other rivters, especially the Der- 
went, Oufe, and Trent, here confluent 
and meeting together. 

MEDWAY is a Kentirti river, re- 
'ittar&able for harbouring the royat navy. 

TWEED is a rivefr on the nortteeaft 
bounds of England, dividing it from 
Scotland ; on whofe banks (lands the 
ftfong and memorable town of Berwick. 

WYE is« large and pleafent river* 
which runs with a winding courfe through 
the counties of Brecknock, Hereford^ 
Monmouth, and Gloucefte*, and at laft 
falls into the Briftol Channel, There is 
B 3 another 
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another river of the fame name in Dorfet- 
ihire, (though differently fpelc) upon the 
mouth of which (lands the town of Wey- 
mouth, fo called from its fituation. Ic is 
not uoufual to have feveral rivers called by 
the fame name, fometimes three or four ; 
as is remarkable in thenafoes Avon, Stour, 
Oufe, and (bene others, of which there 
are feveral fo called in different parts of 
England. 

. Therp may poflibly be fome rivers o- 
mitted in the preceding catalogue as confi- 
derable as many of thofe there fet down. 
There are alfo innumerable brooks and ri- 
vulets (too many to be particularly taken 
noticeof) that afford the fportfman as much 
diver-lion as many of the larger rivers. 
By this means England enjoys the advan- 
tage of being better watered than mod 
parts of the world -, which greatly adds to 
the fertility of its foil, the beauty of the 
country, and by the great plenty and va- 
riety of fifh here produced, to the delight 
and convenience of mankind. Thefe I (hall 
in the next place proceed to defcribe. 



The 
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'hb Names of our Frefh- water Fifh, 
are, 

almon. Flounder. Eel. 

almon- Pinks ^ Barbel. Minnow > or 

or Chub, or Bot- Pink. 

*aft-Spring$. ling. Loach, 

'ike, or Luce. Roach. Bullhead, 

'rout. Dace. Stickle-back, ox 

Grayling. Gudgeon. Jack-Jbatp. 

} earcb. . Ruff. Siad. 

'ench. Bleak. .!i Larfiprty: > -•* 

arp. ■■■;. ; :Chdrr. .?...• -:ULaap*f*.- • 
frflwi. f l: ^.Guiniad. ' i Crawfifh;- 



:! - .: • ■■ X 



fy$ ^^ Saj>moini tbeuSpawn^ 
ihg &tme 9 and Seafons for Feed. 

rHE Salmon ia accounted the king 
of all frefli-water fifh, and always 
ireeds in riv«r^ th& : !li&V£ an immediate 
ommunication tquthc fea^ yet fo high or 
iftant from it as'riof to adtmit any fait or 
nrackifh tindture. He is a fifh r of'ptey, 
As. his teeth in bis mouth, as other fifh of 
»rey have : when in feafbn, ,he i? adorned 
" B 4 with 
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with a row of fmall, round, black fpots, 
along the middle of his fides from head to 
tail. The Salmons are of feveral forts, 
and different appellations : but, for anice 
tafte, the Thames Salmon are reckoned Co 
exceed thofe of any other river. In the 
river Severn the fpawning time is in the 
month of May. The Severn Salmon are 
likewife excellent in their kind, and are firft 
in fealbn of any river 1 know of in Eng- 
land •, which is from February to the lat- 
ter end of April. 

It. is laid that they dig a private hole 
in the gravel, and there leave their eggs, 
which early in the following fpring become 
Laft- Springs, or Salmon- Smelts. After 
they have fp&wned, both melter and 
Ipawner haften to the fea before winter ; 
but if any are flopped by flood-gates 
wares, or jfittls,. and fix confined to the 
frefti-water, they become lean, confume, 
and die within a year or two at moft. 

His Haunts* 

I N the Spring he returns from fea into 
the ftefli rivers, where he fattens ; the fea 
adding greatly to his growth and good- 

nefiu 
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efs. The Salmon delights to prey and 
XMt in fwjft violent' ftreams and largp 
hrers i efpecially in fuch waters that have 
ebbly,* gravelly, and, fometimes, weedy 
ottoms : is ever reftlefs, coveting to get 
ear the fpring head ; when off prey and 
port, he fwims in the deep broad parts, 
nd, generally, in the middle of the river, 
ear the ground. 



Of bis Feeding Time and Baits. 

THE Salmon is to be taken with the 
•out's baits. They commonly lie in the 
riddle of a rough, and upper part of a 
entle dream, when on prey. Their beft 
seding time is from fix to nine in the 
)renoon, and from three in the afternoon 
11 fun-fetting, in a clear water, when the 
'ind blows moderately againft the ftream. 
*he only months for him are, from the 
eghining of March to the end of Auguft. 
It is to be filhed for with the fraall Laft- 
mng, fly, or worm bait; but the firft is 
le beft : you muft trole for him in the 
ime manner you do for pike, which is 
articularlv defcribed in the following 
leets. When ftruck, he begins to leap 
B 5 *sA 
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and plunge, but runs not to the end c? 
the line, as the trout will. Some ufe * 
ring, on, the top of the rod, through whicA 
the line may run to its extremity; though 
a wheel about the middle of the rod, or 
nearer the hand, is more convenient. 



Ohfervatibhs and Remarks on the little 
Salmons, called Samlets, Sal- 

MON-PjNKS, tfrSHEDDERS.- and 

dlfo on the Last-Springs, and 
' m Gravel-Last-Springs. 

THESE fmall Salmons being found 
in our rivers of feveral fizes, and 
going under different names in feveral 
places, may be a reafon why fome have 
thought that the above fmall fry of the 
Salmon are different fpecies or forts of 
fifh : but I conceive them to be all one 
and the fame fpecies, only they grow not 
to compleat Salmons, or full proportion, 
under two years and a half: and the rea- 
fon for my opinion is, becaufe 1 could ne- 
ver find any (pawn in any of thofe of 

lefler 
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fler fize before they came to be Salmon ; 
hich moft certainly they would have had 

of a different fpecies; 

Ths La ft- Springs Shedders, or Gra- 
sl-LaftrSpfings, (fo called in fome count- 
ies) are but one fort or ipecies of fifti. 
*hey are very plentiful in the rivers Se- 
em, Wye, and Dee, from the latter end 
f March to the latter end of November, 
nd are much like the Salmon- fry ; only 
le Salmon- fry return to the fea in March 
nd April, whereas the Shedders and Laft- 
prings never leave the frelh- water. 

The little G ravel- Laft-Spring is a fpe- 
ies of itfelf, which in the rivers Wye and 
evern fpawn. in the latter end of Auguft 
nd September, and at that time thoferi- 
ers abound with them : there are fome of 
tiem at all times of the year, but at the 
atter end of Auguft 1 have caught ten or 
welve dozen of them in an afternoon. I 
lad die ouriofity of opening fome of them, 
nd found them to be full of male fpawn 
lear (hedding, but never* could perceive 
ny female fpawn-, .therefore am certain 
his muft be a fpecies of itlelf, as having 
pawn, but cannot account for this fi(h 
laving no female fpawn which may be 
lifcerned. 

Many 
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Many have been of opinion that they are 
the fpawnof the fick Salmon, which cannot 
get out of the frefli rivers to lea; and being 
the offspring of a weak feed or generation, 
is the reafon of their diminutivrfize, and 
incapacity of breeding again : but I take 
this to be an error, becaufe the Salmon 
everfpawn when in perfeft health only, be- 
fore their time of going to fea, and Ipawn 
no more till their return to the frefli-water, 
for unlefs they return to fta, thereby to be 
purged and cleanied by the fait- water, they 
pine away and die in their imprifonment, 
either by exceffive cold in frelh-water, or 
for wane of purgation, or both. Now the 
purging of the fait- water may as well be a 
reafon why Salmon grow (o faft» as the 
want thereof, the caufe why they pine away 
and die fo foon, when confined to frefli- wa- ] 
ters ; for Salmon being fifh of prey, and 
great feeders, nature direfts them to fait- 
water, as phyfick, to purge and cleahfe 
them, not only from their impurities after 
fpawning, but from all their muddy and 
grofs humours, acquired by their exceffive 
feeding all the fummer in frefli rivers, and 
hardens their fat and flefli, which makes 
them not. only grow the fafter, but alfo 

•become 
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become the more whokfome food, favour? 
And grateful to maiikind. 
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Of the Puce, or Luce. 

TH £ Pike is of a long and roundifh 
body, has a plain fmooth head, is 
covered with fmall fcales of a whitifh co- 
lour, and the body fprinkled with yellowifh 
foots; the young ones are more green; 
tne uppfcr and lower jaws are full of teeth, 
and three rows of teeth upon the tongue. 
He's the tyrant of frefh- water fifh, andreo 
koned a longer liver than any other fifh, ex- 
cept a carp. He is very chargeable to his ow- 
ners, his chief fubfiftence being upon other 
fi£h, even thofe of his own fpecies. He will 
bite at a dog or ahy other creature he fees in 
the. water, of which many inftances might 
be given : a very particular one I (hall re- 
late, as follows : 

My father caught a Pike in Barn-mere, 
(a large (landing water in Chefliire) was aa 
£11 long, and weighed thirty-five pounds* 
which te "brought to- the lord Choimond- 

le^ 



J4 ■-$!* Art of Angling *,- 

Jey. His lordfliip ordered it to be turn©) 
into a canal in the garden, wherein wer$ 
abundance of feveral forts of fifh : about 
twelve months after his lordfhip drawed 
the canal, and found that this overgrown 
Pike had devoured all the fifh, except one 
large carp, which weighed between nine and 
ten pounds, and that wag bitten in feveral 
places/ The Pike was then put into the ca- 
nal again, together with abundance of fifh 
for him to feed upon, all which he devour- 
ed in lets than a year's time, and was ob- 
ferved by the gardener and other workmen 
there to take the ducks and other water* 
fowl under water-, whereupon they (hot 
magpies and crows, and threw them into 
the canal,, which the pike took before their 
eyes. Of this they acquainted their lord, 
who thereupon ordered the (laughter-man 
to throw calves bellies, chickens guts, and 
fuch like garbage tor him to prey upon, 
but being loon after negle&ed, he died, as 
fuppofed, for want of food. 

It is the general opinion that no other 
fifh will aflbciate themfelyes with this wa- 
ter-tyraat, for he always iwims alone, and 
is the moft bold -nd daring of all our f refh- 
water fifh, knowing no other pleafure, as 
we conjecture, than prey or reft. 

: ' - of 
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Of the Spawning Time. 

JJE fpawnsi fcgt opce a year, jvhich is 
tifually about the «nd of February or begin- 
ning of March, at which time they go out 
of the river into fbme ditch or creek, and 
all the while th,e fpawn?r is calling her eggs 
the milter ho vers over her but never touches 
her. The beft of thefe fifh are thofe that 
.breed in rivers, and the female much pre- 
ferable to the male. Their chief feafon is 
from May till Candlemas ; his feeding is 
generally upon fifh or frogs, there being a 
great antipathy between him and them : 
lometimesr he feeds upon pickrell- weed. 

There are Four Ways of taking 
a Pike. 

.THE firft is with a ledge-bait, which 
is a bait fixed to a certain place. It is beft to 
have your ledge V bait living, whether it bea 
filh or a frog; and to keep them alive the 
longer, obferve this method. If it be a fifh, 
as a roach or dace, which I think are moft 
tempting, (though a pearch lives the long- 
eft upon the hookj having cut off the fin 

on 
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on the back, which may be done without 
hurting, make fuch in^ifiaa between the 
head and the frn as yod may put the arm- 
ing Wife of your hook into it, taking care 
to hurt the fifti as little as may be ; then 
carrying the wire along his back, into or 
near his tail, between the ikin and the 
body, draw it out at another incifion near 
the tail ; then tie him about with thread, 
but no harder than juft to hold him to the 
wire, fo avoid hurting the fifh. Some ufe 
a probe to open the paflage, for the more 
eafy entrance of the wire ; but without fo 
much trouble a little experience will make 
you perfeft in this matter. When your 
bait is a frog, it may. be either a land or a 
water-frog: chufe the yelloweft you can 
get, for that the Pike likes belt, and be* 
tween the months of May and Auguft they 
are the moft beautiful. To preferve them 
long alive, manage them thus: put yotir 
hook in at his mouth and out at his gills; 
then with a fine needle and (ilk few the 
upper part of his leg, with one ftitch only 
to the arming wire *, or, if you tie his leg 
fad above the upper joint, it will do as 
well. Having thus prepared your ledge's- 
bait either with a fifh or a frog, fatten your 
hook <ta a line,; which muft be twelve 

or 
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or fourteen yards at Jeaft in length ; then 
fix the line to fome bough or other reft 
next to the water, near to the hole where 
you guefs the Pike tob$, then wind up your 
line on a forked ftick, with a notch in one 
end to keep your line fixed to the length 
you intend, that when the Pike comes he 
may the more eafily run off with the re- 
maining part of the line to his hold, and 
fwallow the bait. 



T&e Second Way of ^Taking a 
Pike, 

IS what we call taking them at fnap. 
For tjlis purpofe your rod muft be at lead 
twelve feet in length, very ftrong and ta- 
per, but not too heavy, with a fubftantial 
loop at the end to put your line into, 
which muft be as long, within a foot, as 
your rod* When you bait for the fnap you 
muft make a hole in. the fifh's fide you 
intend for the bait, as near the middle as 
you cao, with; the end. of your hook or 
probe ; put in your armed wire, and draw 
it out of the fifths mouth •, then fow up 
hi* mouth. When, you fifli thus for the 
Pike, before you ftrike let him run alittle, 

and 
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and then ftrikc contrary to the way to 
takes. It is beft to ufe a double fpring 
hook in this fort of fifhing, being mud 
preferable to any other, and never fails 
This manner of angling is only proper G 
be practiced in March, for then' the Pik 
isfick, and bites (hy. 

The "Third Way of Taking a 
Pike, 

IS by fnaring, or haltering: and th 
chief time of the year fortius istrem Marci 
to July, and in the hotted part of the day 
when the fi(h appear, as they all do, on th 
top of the water. When you have fpied 
Pike, fix, your eye ftedfaftly upon fair 
without looking off, which will make hit 
the quieter, and have your fnare with yo 
ready fixed, after this manner: Take a ftra 
taper pole, that is (tiff and ftrong enougi 
but not too heavy, off about four yard 
in length :. faften to the lefler end a (ma 
piece of hard twitted whip-cord, aboi 
a^yard long,: more or kfs according to tt 
depth of the water, and to the end faften 
weli nealed brafs wire, made into a noofe c 
fhare, like a hve-g^n, or let it be all < 
*. :.: * neale 
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lealed wire, with no cord : then, having 
>pened the noofc wide enough to flip over 
lis head without touching him, let it 
]Qwn with your pole into the water, even 
n depth with the Pike, two or three yards 
jefoje hip}, and guide it very gently to- 
wards his head, fixing your eyes full upon 
11m, till you have put the lnare over his 
lead and gill-fins, but no further : then 
immediately with a ftrong jerk upright, 
loift him inftantly to land. Keeping your 
•ye as much as you can. upon che Pike, 
will caufe him to look upon you the more 
ind mind the fnare lefs. ttefure your pole 
oc not brittle or rotten. 

In the fame manner you may halter other 
5fh ; as carp, eels, trout and tench. 

*Tbe Fourth Way of Taking a 
Pike, 

I S by trolling, ancLvery pleafant : the 
lines and other tackle for this purpofe are 
now fo accurately and exactly made, and 
To commonly fold, that I need not trouble 
you with a defcription of them. It is bed 
angling after this manner in a clear water 
and efpecially in a windy day. Some pre- 
fer 
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for a fingle before a double pike hook, and 
bait with a minnow as well to catch peansh 
as Pike by trolling. When you are cofifr 
pleatly fitted up with all materials, and 
your hook is baited, caft your fiffi but (to 
and down in fuch places as you know tw 
Pike frequents, letting him fink a confida'- 
able depth before you offer to pull him up 
again. When the Pike comes, if it be not 
funk too deep, you may fee the water 
move, at lead you may feel him : then 
flack your line* and give him length enough 
to run to his hold ; whether he will Trnrtrc- 
diatiy make, and there paunch and fwallow 
the bait. Thus let him lie till you fee Ac 
line move; when you may certainly con- 
clude he has fwallowed the bait,' and fe 
ranging about for more : then with youi 
trole wind up the line till you think it is 
almoft ftrait, and with, a nimble jerk hook 
him, and bring him pleafantly to land. 

The Pike loves a ftill, fhady, unfre 
•<}uented water, with afandy, chalky^ 01 
clay bottom, His^beft biting time is earl] 
in the morning, or late in the evening, in s 
clear water and gentle gales: he takes al 
forts* of baits, except flies, but the mof 
principal are^ large gudgeons, final 

roache 
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roaches and dace, large minnows, bull- 
heads, bleaks (in July), young frogs, or 
fidmon-fiheks :. fomeuferat bacon in win- 
ter months: a young trout, jack, or 
Search arealfb good. Take care that all 
your fifh-baits are frefh and fwect when 
yoo ufc them. 



Of the. T.R.oxj t. 

TH E Trout is a fifli highly valued in 
this .and foreign nations; he feeds 
clear and purely, and in the fwifteft 
ft reams; and may claim a preference to 
all frefh-water fifli. The (hape of it is ra- 
ther long than broad, like the falmon : it 
has a ihort roundifh head, a blunt fnout, 
and in many refoe&s reiembles the falmon ; 
his mouth is alio filled with teeth as the fal- 
mon's is. 

The beft trouts are either red or yel- 
low, though iome are white, and yet good, 
but thefe are rarely found. The female 
has a leffer head, deeper body, and is ufu- 
ally better meat than the male. It is 

obfervcd 
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obfcrvcd that a hog-back and a little had 
to any fort of fifh, either trout, falmoa, 
or other forts, is a Ggn that fuch fifh are k | \ 
feafon. 

There are feveral forts of Trouts, tho 1 
they all go under that general name, 
which differ in their bignefs, fhape, and 
colour *, and in fome rivers they are fboner 
in feafon than others ; and in feme longer 
before they go out of feafon. There is % 
fort of fmall trout which will never con* 
to any bignefs, but breeds much more 
than thofe of a larger fize. 

The Spawning Time. 

THE Trout, a little before they fpawn, 
make up the river to the fpring-head, and 
to admiration will get through mill, wares, 
and flood-gates, and up fuch high and fwift 
currents and places as is aim oft incredible; 
and fpawn in Oftober or November, (but 
in fome rivers a little fooner or later; like 
the falmon ; contrary to the natural courfe 
of mofl other fifties, which fpawn in 
warmer weather. 

After Trouts have fpawned, they 
wafte, look big-headed, are .fick, lean, 

become 



ecome infipid, are ioufy and unwholfome, 
11 fpring comes to reftore them to their 
riftine health ; except fome of the females 
rho are barren, and continue good all 
le winter: and fuch are to be found in 
ivers of our rivers; as in Arrow, in 
ierefordlhire : and alfo in the river Teme 
iat arifes in Radnorihtre : and in Chin- 
fater, in Shropshire. In this refpeft they 
lay be compared to the barren does, that 
ome in feafon about the middle of No- 
tmber, and go out the beginning of 
xbruary. 



His Haunts. 

I N February, when the weather bc- 
omes warmer, Trouts leave their wintcr- 
uarters in'the deeps, to fcour, cleanfe, and 
ecreate themfelves in fhallower waters and 
treams,andto prepare themfelves for their 
ummer delights; and as they gather 
trength advance ftill higher up the river, 
ill they become fettled in their 1 ummer ha- 
Stations ; many of them getting as high 
s they can towards the fpring- head of ri- 
sers, as in the preceding feet ion. In 
heir travels they fettle for the mod pare 

in 
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in whirl- pools, and holes into whidi fwft 
ftreams, (harps, and (hallows fall • and | 
growing ftrong, feed in the ftkrgdt Hot I 
lwifrcft currents, efpeciilly in the fides tod I 
dcepeft parts of them, near fo their hdkfc 
If: they be large fifli they commonly fe 
under hollow banks, worn fo 9 by the 
ftreams bearing upon them* under nets 
of trees, boughs, and bufties* and behind 
great ftones, blocks, and bonks- that jet 
forth into the watrir, on which Areata 
preffing hard, caufe an eddy or whirling 
back of the water ; and they alfo delight 
themfelves in all fuch places that are (haded 
with any bu(h, or covered over with froth, 
bank, or other thing; conftantly waiting 
and watching for the ftream to bring fomc- 
thingdown to feed upon, or for fome imall 
filh which they often make their prey. 
Sometimes they take up their ftation 
under bridges ; and between two ftreams 
that run from under double arches of 
bridges, in the returns-of the dreamt, where 
the water feems to boil and roll up and 
down. In deep dill waters, they chiefly 
lurk under hollow banks and roots of 
trees ; and for want of fuch hiding places, 
abfcond under feggs or weeds, the better 
to furprile their prey, efpecially in the be-' 

ginning 



And CompkatlfLY-iisHXK. 25 

g'nning of the year, before they become 
althy* but at the lattef end of the year, 
wheo declining ib ftrragth, they lie in the 
tailaiof - ftrwms'i and when in i&eir very 
prime, in mill heads or^dams, and at the 
upper end of mill-pools, under planki aqd 
timber, and ir> other d^cpfwitft ; ftrcams,^s 
locks, flood-gates, and wares. Tbjus by 
knowing their moft frequegftd haunts, the 
angler may be, in the next place, <more 
eafily dire&ed in the various ways of fport- 
ing for them. 



The befi Months for Angling 
for Trouts, 

THE beft four months of angling for 
Trouts are, March, April, May, and June* 
You may begin in February if the weather 
be open and mild ; but the chiefeft months 
are thofe four firft mentioned. In March 
and April it is bed angling for Trouts with 
a worm in the forenoon, and with a fly or 
minnow all the reft of the day: but in the 
month of May, you mud ufe the minnow 
or codbait in the forenoon, till the flies 
comedown* In March, if the weather be 
C her, 
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hot, (till, and bright, arid the water clear, 
angle for them in the fwifttft ftrcatrifc, ad 
rnoft ftrong part of the tfver with foiiirfft 
or worm only; and in the deeps, nfarflfags 
and evenings, very eaHy and very tttbj 
that is, if the weather proves very dor 
and bright. In my opinion the Trout a 
bed in Seafon about the beginning of May; 
before he has filled and gorged himtelf 
with -the May-fly, for that fly make* the 
belly thin, and the flefh flabby. 



Of the Grayling, bis Seafon ami 
Shape. 

SO M \i are of opinion that the Umber 
and Grayling differ only as the her- 
ring and pilchard do : but I think they are 
both the fame fifh, only different counties 
give them feparate names. He feeds like 
a trout, but he is of another (hape ; for he 
is hogback'd, and his fins Handing upon 
his back like thofe of a pearch, his mouth 
and belly touch the ground together, which 
makes me believe he feeds moft at bottom. 

As 
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As to his fizc be never exceeds twenty four 
inches in length; is good and palatable all 
the year, but the principal Seafon is from 
September till Chriftmas ; at which time 
he 1$ black about his head and gills, and 
down the back-, his belly is of a dark grey 
dappled colour, with beautiful black (pots 
on his fides; is of a delicate fhape; his 
flefti white and firm ; his teeth grow round 
his upper jaw, as fine as any file, and his 
mouth is fo tender on each fide, that he 
often breaks the hold when taken ; there* 
fore it is bed angling for him with a fine 
hook. 

His Spawning Time. 

HE fpawns about the latter end of 
March and beginning of April, at which 
time he lies in (harp dreams and brows, 
and is very apt to rife at the artificial fly ; 
. but you feldom take afpawner : the milter 
..will,.. at that time, take a worm freely* 

His Haunts. 

HIS Haunts are the fame as thofe of 
ths trout, and he is ufually taken with the 

' !..•.'" '"' C 2 fame 
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fame baits, and after the fame manner. He 
will take a fly t worm, or maggot, biit the 
laft: ftioft'ffeeiyi but is v*ry garnefomea! 
the fly'qt W6riti \ being much Ampler, and 
therofbfe btifcfct than a trout: , tierwil! rife 
tWb'Wthrtttirtiesatafly, if you mifs him, 
Hdf tiiiks cfofefcll the winter, but about the 
latter tad of Aj>ril, fwims very nimbly in 
thf iniddlt Of the ft ream, is then extremely 
aftiVc and brifk, but dead hearted and 
cowardly after he is hooked. 

How to take tie Grayling. 

H E feeds upon codbait and ftonebait, 
and all othfer Jitae faftfts that gather huflcs 
to preiferve iheni firotit the coldnefs of the 
wat^r,. which are cornpofed of grave) and 
fand : for the<5rayftrig plows ,and routs lip 
thejgravel ; to ffeek his food, as natural as 
tteragS^tow for thtifs; 1 have often fteo 
half a dozen Graylings at a time routing 
the gravel up, and catching at every thing 
that was lite food. . When you fi(b for 
him within water let your bait or fix* 
drag upon the ground, for hfe wHl rather 
talc£ it from the bottom than afcend \ 

there* 
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therefore, when you angle particularly for 
him, ufe a cork-float rather than a running 
line/ Indeed I cannot but think a trout 
much inferior to the Grayling for angling 
or eating. 

I am informed that the great river 
Humber, which runs through part of 
Yorkshire, produces more of this fort 
of fifli than any othfer river in England *, 
and therefore, what we in mod other 
parts of the kingdom call Grayling, the/ 
there (by a refemblance of the name with 
that of the river) call the Golden-umber : 
which epithet they give him bewufe he 
feeds on thole (tony and gravelly infe&s 
that gather up the duft, which is very fine, 
which duft, when mixed with the flkne in 
thefifh's belly, ihines like gold. „ 



and Shape. : " . 

THE Pearch is » Y£ry gwd : .«8d : b0ld 
biting fifhj is Oae (jflhcijHhes of 
prey, ejarryioghi^ teeth in his jnouth, which 
is ;ve(y Jatge : , be is Yery raveoous And a 

- i C ? grc;u 
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great devourer of his brethren ; has a hog- 
back, and armed with (harp prickles : his 
(kin is covered over with chick, dry, hard, 
fcales, having two fins at his back. The 
Sea- pear ch has but one fin on his back, and 
is efteemed a much better fifti. Fie (pawns 
in May. As to his (hape, he's deep bo- 
died, about fourteen inches in length, of- 
tener l?fs, though there have been feen of 
them two feet long, 

With what Baits, and how to 
take the Pearch. 
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T HERE are feveral baits which will 
take him, but he bites as freely at the three 
following as at any or all other whatever; 
chat is, the worm, minnow, or little frog ; 
and of all worms I take the dunghill- worm, 
called the red- worm, to be the beft, when 
well fcoufed in mofs or fennel, 

If you rove for a Pearch with a minnow, 
let it be alive,' and dick your hock in its 
back (in, or upper lip, and let him fwim 
up and down in mldwater, or a little lower, 
with a cork, which ought not to be very 
ftnall, and you muft be fure to lead your 

line 1 
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line within nine inches or a foot of the hook, 
for that will keep the bait under water, elfe 
he will come to the top when tired. This 
is as good a bait for the trout as any. 

When you filh with a frog, vou muft 
put the hook through the ikin or his back, 
for then he will ivvim without interruption. 

When cither trout or Pearch bite, be- 
fore you give him line enough, that he 
may gorge the bait; or elfe the hook, be- 
ing covered with the bait, will flip out of 
his mouth. This way of fifhing for Pearch 
is beft in the months of May and June, for 
then they are roving about for the ipawn of 
roach and dace. 

The bed way of gathering thefe fifh to- 
gether is to take half a dozen clay -balls, 
about the fize of a penny loaf, of the ftiff- 
cft fafteft clay that can be had, and make 
them round and full of holes ; but you 
fliould firft have ready a large quantity' of 
lob-worms ; then put one end of every 
worm into each hole, and clofe the clay 
faft upon them. Thus having filled and 
fluffed all the balls, take them to the pool, 
pond, or river, where you intend to angle ; 
throw two or three balls in a place, at about 
a yard's diftance from each other : thefe 
worms in the balls being alive, twift aod 
C 4 twine 
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in pond or river, bait the place firft with 

the fame balls directed for the pearch or 

carp ; and be fure, if you have maggots, 

throw in a few at die taking of every fifli, 

for that will keep them together. The fize 

of your hook mult be from number fix to 

number three, whipped on a ftrong fca- 

grafc or filkr worm gut : two or three ihots 

at the line for pond -fifhing will be enough, 

.vith a fwan or goofe-quill float. The fame 

iiHung-t*ckle w j]] ferve for carp* pearch, 

and, Ten/ch. 

"His* diking time, or hours of motion, 

. are about eight, twelve, and four, night or 

/flak tinb the- three hot months. If you can 

Ktfade <thenpit or pond where carp and 

(^Fcncih ace, you may ftir the mud With 

your feetor withiany instrument till you 

make the water very muddy ; which will 

throw eVtfy fiftvuptothe top df the water, 

and nttktthccn mt their notes o^k of the 

waterfor aif; Jffiis *l have'&penenced in 

!Ghefliire)ajid:thenyou may take out what 

^Eze jtea pjcafe^ but .this muft be done in 

rverv. hot weather, The mudfy water 

makes them very ikk for the. prefent* but 

in half an hour's time, they will recover, 

and retire t# the bottpm again. 

■ -.- :., ■.■'.:■■ ■ '< :H 
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Of the Carp, bis Shape and Colour. 

TH £ Carp is a very (lately and fub- 
tle fifli ; ftilcd the frefli-water fox. 
He is originally of foreign growth : his 
back rifes from his head fomewhat fharp 
and edged, is covered with very large, 
ftrong, broad fcales : is of a yellowifii co- 
lour, efpecially when arrived to an age : 
the younger fort are more inclined to a 
dufky colour : his head is fhorr, in pro- 
portion to his body : has no teeth : and 
fwims with broad fins : his tail is broad and 
forked, of a colour between red and black, 

. as is alfo the laft fin: neither hath he any 

tongue, but inftead thereof nature hath 

given him a flefhy palate to relilh his food. 

He is obferved to breed feveral months 

in $3 y^ar, contrary to (he nature of moft 

. other fi'ih. < To ftrength<n this fiaft^Mr^ 
you (h^U leldqm take 3 male Carp wichopt 

^m'tit, or [a female without much fpawn ; 

. efpecially all the fummerfeafon. She breeds 

more naturally in ponds than in running 

water, (if (he breeds there at all), but the 

. river Carp for eating is preferred to all 

C 6 other, 
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otherv He is vwry difficult to take, and 
there is a neceflity ot exercifing the virtue 
of patience when you fport for him : for I 
have kndvn the beft of anglers nfethdr 
utmoft arc and diligence for many hours to 
take him. In feme ponds they are « cKB- 
cult 10 take as in a river * thacis, where riw 
have a ftore of feed and a clear water, tie 
is to be fiflwd for early and late 2 you can- 
not go to an extreme in either. 



Of tie Spawning Time. 

SHE begins to fpawn in May, and 
*hen a female Carp goes to caft her fpawn, 
three or four milters follow her, and, fhe 
difi&mbting aooynefs, force her through 
wefcdtttidflag*,whei«'lhcdrdps her fpawn, 
which flicks faft to the weeds: then the 
male performs his office, and all the fpawn 
fo milted upon, in (a lhort cindcf bfeeome 
livkig fill*. TheyJ begin to fpawn* atffcw 
years old. The Carp- and tench* are 1 the 
Oiriy two ftfli that? 'ought to be put ina 
pond together, and thrive beft inclfcyer 
marie bottoms, 

His 
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His* Haunts. 

THERE is fcarce any fort of fiffi 
iatlo9cs a cold hungry water, -but loch 
atcr as comes off rah fit foils, and is 
eryfoft: in this, all forts of pool-fi(h 
elight and thrive. It is impendent to 
ecp any other fifh with Carp and tench, 
(pecially poach and dace, for they deftroy 
le carp s food. There are pike, pearch, 
?acb, 4acc y bream, and flat*, the molt 
c to keep company together. 

Of his Biting fTinte and Baits. 

H,E bfces at a well fooured r^d-worm, 
^ a gg° t 9 wafp-grub, or the green-worm 
rom trees, boughs, or bufhes ; which laft 
; a very natural bait. There are many 
jits of paftes that are mentioned for tak- 
ig of Carp and other fifh, but 1 look up- 
n them to be very ordinary 5 the four forts 
f baits abovemfcntioned being the beft I 
ave experienced for the taking of Carp, 
eneh, or pearch, by reafon you can raife 
:uantities of them to bait your holes % 
jrhich will certainly draw them together, 
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you do it a day or two before you begin to 
angle ; but in cafe the fifli are fhy, you 
muft continue to bait the holes for a fort- 
night or three weeks together, once a day; 
then you may depend on fporc. But if the 
pool or pond be well (tared with thefe fort 
of fifli, you need only bait where you pur- 
pofe to fport an hour or two before hand. 
Your worms muft be of the red and white 
fort, not too large, and well fcoured. 
There are many other baits ; but thefe, 
with diligence and patience, will take a 
Carp fooner chan any other I ever tried. 

He is generally caught at the bottom, 
where the line and lead is not difcovered as 
it is in mid- water. Baiting the holes before 
you fifti for him,' and he tailing your baits 
without difturbance or treachery, makes 
him feed bold, and not apprehenfive of 
being betrayed. Ufe a lopg rod and quill 
float, keeping out of fight as much as you 
canwhilit angling: when you. ftrike him, 
give him play enough, oth^nvife he will 
break your tack, for he is not only a ftrong 
fifh but a great ftruggier* and, if he is a 
large fifh, as foon as he takes the bait will 
run immediately to the other fide of the 
river or pond. 

He 



V 
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He is a leather-mouth'd fifli: his age is 
variouily determined, but moft think that 
he commonly arrives to the age of forty or 
fiftv years. He is beft in featon in March 
and April. 

2f 38 38 £f 18 38 38 & & MttM^^tf tf ^ 

Qbjervations on the Breeding of 
'Carp. 

UNL£SS gentlemen take more care 
than they have done of late years,, it will be 
impoffibleto have large Carp ; becaufe they 
overftock the pool with them, which keeps 
the fifli lean, andicaufes them to breed in 
abundance, and when they once, begin to 
breed, they will never grtwito any fizfe. af- 
terwards : neither will thefpawn of little 
Carp ever grow to be large ; for when they 
take to breed at t*o or three years old, the 

• fiffl offuch fpawn wilt never grow to be 
large* change them into ever fa miny;Wa- 

liters j for it is as much: impoffihle to have 
large fifh from the fpawn of fmall one's, as 
it is to cxpeft a large breed of fowls from 
a Guineycock and hen-, for when the 
Carp breed fo young, they may properly 

. be called of the dwarf kind. Now if gen- 
tlemen 
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!H!:!li the lame firft of all other £fh. Thu 

or three years, time you will have tt 

ftore Carp. Then take the males 

m*ks or thefe fifti, and put the 

„ J y° ur V zns or pools, an4 in a few yea 

? : y will become large eating fifli. 

By thus managing and lhiftin] 
fi(h, you will have a conftant ftocl 
I then you ought once in three yean 

• canine if the water, agrees with then 
, . | . - Br fure that your fifli for breed 

j; \ ; each four or five pounds weight ai 

and*: as moth bigger as poffible ; 
fry of a large fi(b will grow to as J 
[' | r fizem four or five years time, as the 
[ || (hull fiK will in ten years : contrary 

[in judgment of >moft gentlemen, who. 

that the water and feed add to the j 
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How to Preferve and Teed Fijh 
in Pools. 

WHEN y»u-iAtend to ftock a pool 
with' Carp or wnch,-mak« aclofcethering 
hedge* atrofi the 'hfe*d of it, about a yam 
cfiftarit tiff the dam, and about three feet 
above r the water, which is the beft refuge 
for them I knew of, and the 6flly method 
to preferv<j^)06l*filh \ becaufr, if any one 
attempts ta rbb the paol, muddies the 
water, or difturbs it with nets, moftof the 
ftfli, if not ill, immediately fly between 
the hedge and the dam to preferve them- 
selves. And in pools where there are fuch 
fheltcrs and fhades, the filh delight to fwim 
backwards and forwards, through and 
round the fame, rubbing and (porting 
themfelves therewith. This hedge ought 
co be made chiefly of oris, and not too 
clofe, the boughs long, and ftraggling to- 
wards the dam; by which means you may 
feed and fatten them as you pleafe. 

The beft baits for drawing them toge- 
ther at firft, are maggots or young'wafps* 
the next are'bullocks brains and k)b*worms 
chopped together, and thrown into the 
pool in large quantities, about two hours 

before 
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before fun-fet, fummer and winter. By 

thus ufing thcfe ground-baits, once a day 
for a fortnight together, the filh wilt come 
as conftantly and naturally to the place as 
cattle tor their fodder : and to fatisfy your 
curiofuy, and convince you -therein, after 
you have baited the pool for fbmetime as 
directed, take about the quantity of a two- 
penny wheaten loaf,, cut it into dices, and 
wet it, then throw it into the pool where 
you had baited, and the carp will feed upon 
it: after you have ufed the wet bread three 
or four mornings, then t;hrow (bme dry 
bread in, which will lie on the top of the 
water, and, if you watch out of fight of 
the fi(h, you will prefently fee them fwim 
to it, and fuck ir in* 1 look upon wheaten 
bread to be the beft food for them, though 
oaten or barley bread is very good. If 
there be tench or pearch in the fame pond, 
they will feed upon the four former baits, 
and not touch the bread. 

Indeed there is no pool-fi(h (6 fliy and 
nice as a Carp, as I have before obfervedt 
for when the water is difturbed they will 
fly to the fafeft fhelter they can : which 1 
one day obferved, when aflifting a gentle- 
man to fifh his pool i for another perfoo 
difturbed the water by throwing the call- 
ing- 
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ing net, but caught never a Carp : where- 
upon two or three of us dripped and went 
into the pool, which was provided with 
fuch.afort ,of 4 hedge in it as is before de- 
fer i bed, whither the carp had fled for fafe- 
ty ; then fifhing with our hands on both 
fides the hedge, that is, one on either fide, 
We caught what quantity of Carp was 
wanting. 

Carp are a hardy fifti, and will live 
longer out of' water than moft, others. I 
(hall conclude with a particular obfervation 
on this head, as given by a late ingenious 
author : *• Carps, fays he, will live out 
" of water, in an open place, only with 
" much air, as is manifeft by the method 
" of fattening them in Holland, and 
" which has been pra&iced here in Eng- 
" land: viz. they hand them up in a eel* 
" laf, or fome cool place, on wet mofs, in 
16 afmall net, with their heads out, and a 
" packthread through the upper fin to 
" keep them upright, and thus feed them 
w with white bread and milk for many 
" days. This, adds our author, was told 
" me by a man very curious, and of 
" great honour and eminency, whofe 
i€ word, if I might name him, nobody 
l€ would queftion." Indeed I myfelf have 

feen 
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feen this experienced ; and as it is aa in- 
ftance ot the rrfpiration of fifties, very An- 
gular, and fomewhat out of the way, I 
have, for the reader's diverfion, taken no- 
tice of it. 



4^4HHH^«+4h^4^H-fhhM4 



Of the Bream. 

TH E Bream is a broad fifli, with a 
fmall head, and (harp fnout*, the 
top of the head fomewhat broad and 
lmooth ; the back bending add edged, 
rifing fenfibly from the ..head like a fame: 
the colour of his back is betwixt. blue and 
black, his fides and belly white, efpecially 
in thofe that are young and lean, but the 
fides of thofe that are full grown fhine of a 
gold colour, and their belly is red : the 
mouth, in proportion to his fixe, is very 
fmall, and without teeth : the palate is foft 
and fiefhy, like that of a carp : and his 
flefh foft and clammy. This nth greatly 
refembles a carp, being very broad* with 
a forked tail, and his fcales fet in excellent 
order: he has large eyes* but a fmall 

fucking 
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taking mouth The milter 19 obfcrved to 
lave two large milta, and the fpawner two 
large bags of (pawn. 1 he lift parts of 
this fifli tor eating, are his belly and his 
lead. 

It is faid that Breams and roaches will 
mix their eggs and milt together, by which 
tieans there is, in many places, a baftard 
-ace of breams, which never grow to be 
arge, are very numerous, but not good for 
fating. 



The Spawning Time* 

BREAMS.fpawn the latter end of 
June, and beginning of July, and are beft 
n feafon a little before they fpawn; 
:iiough fome think them beft in Septem- 
ber, having 'then had their fummer's feed. 



their Hdimts. 

THEY fwim infhoals, or great compa- 
nies, delighting moft in gentle foft ftreams % 
Tandy or clay bottoms ; in the deepdt, 
broadeft, and middle parts of ponds } and 

in 
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in the deepeft, broadcft, and mod quiet 
places in rivers near unto weeds. 

The Bream and roach are fifh that live 
and delight as well in rivers that are dead 
and heavy waters, as in pools ; efpeciallyin 
a river called Avon, in Warwickfhire and 
Worcefterfliire, where are plenty of them. 

How, and with what Baits to 
take the Bream. 

THERE are many forts of baits 
wherewith to take him, viz. red-worms 
well fcoured*, but they like gentils and 
and the young wafp-brood beft, which laft 
fhould be boiled in a pot or kettle, or dried 
on atile-ftone before the fire, which makes 
them not unlike gentils ; or elfc a worm, 
like a maggot, which is found at dock 
roots, flags, fedges, or rulhes, in watry 
places \ he will alio bite at a grafs- hopper 
in June or July j or at feyeral flies under 
water, found on flags that grow near the 
water fide. 

There are feveral other good forts of 
baits, but this following, communicated 
to me by an excellent angler, I prefer to 

them 
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them all, either for carp or Bream, that 
is, Take the large ft red- worms you can get 
-without a knot, which are to be found in 
r great numbers, in an evening* in garden 
walks or chalky commons, after a fhore of 
rain. Keep a quantity of them by you in 
anearthen pot, in clean mofs, well wafhed, 
picked, and fqueez'd as dry as poffible: 
renew the mofs every fourth day for three 
weeks or a month longer, then your bait 
will be in perfe&ion. 

Having thus prepared your baits, have 
your fifhing tackle ready after this manner: 
take three long angling-rods; three or four 
(ilk, or filk and hair lines, and as many 
large fwan or goofe-quill floats : then 
fatten leaden plummets to the lower end of 
your line, about a foot or ten inches dis- 
tance from the hook, but befure the lead is 
heavy enough to fink the float, and not 
the float bear up the lead •, the lower pare 
of your line next the hook may be fmaller 
than the reft, if you dare venture, for fear 
of taking the pike or pearch, who wilj cer- 
tainly vifit your hooks till they are caught, 
as 1 (hall jhew hereat ter, before either carp 
or Bream will come near to bite : when 
. the worm is well baited, it will crawl and 
• -work itfelf as far as the lead will permit, 

which 
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which much inticcch the. fib tofcitft without 
fufpicion. 

Your baits bcittgthbs. ready*, and your 
tackling fitted, repair to the rires*^ where, 
at three or four a clock, ki a hot fiarooti's 
afternoon, you mayfcethemfwim in fhoak, 
and, which is eafily difcerned„ watch their 
going out and coming back to their hokt, 
tor they return about thofe hours, moftof 
them fecking food at the; bottom* yetooe 
or two molt commonly, lie- on tfefc top> 
rolling and tumbling about, whilft thti reft 
are at the bottom under them : thus will 
you will ever obierve one or more keeping 
centry. Then obferve where they play 
mod and keep longed, which is common- 
ly in the deeped and broadeft part of the 
river. Then chufe where is a clear bottom 
and convenient landing-place; take one of 
your angles, and found the bottom, and 
let it be eight or ten feet, and about two 
yards from the bank is belt. Confider next 
if the water will rite or fall by next morn- 
ing, by reafon of any water-mills near, 
and according to difcretion take the depth 
of the place where you intend to cad your 
ground-baits, and fifh to half aa inch, that 
the lead lying on or near the ground- bam, 

the 
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the top of the float may only appear up- 
right, half an inch above the water. 

Thus having fixed your place, and found 
the depth thereof, return home, and pre- 
pare your ground-baits as follows > take a 
peck of fweet ground barley malt, boil it 
in a kettle, then drain, it through a linnen 
bag into a tub : and when the bag and 
malt are almoft cold, take them down to 
the water fide, about eight or nine o'clock 
in the evening, and not before : throw in 
about one half of the ground-malt, 
(queezed hard between your hands, it will 
finlc prefently to the bottom: take care 
that it lodge in the very plapg you intend 
to angle. If the current run hard, or move 
a little, throw the malt in handfulls the 
higher up the ftream ,: befure you fqueeze 
the malt fo hard, that the water will 
fcarcely part it by the finking. 

Having thus baited and prepared your 
fifhfpg tackle, leave, the bag with tha 
ground- baits and other materials near the 
fpqrcing. place all night; and about three 
or four o'clock in the morning vifit the 
water -fide, but not too near, for thefe fiih 
are very watchful : take one of your three 
<rods gently up into your hands, bait your 
hook, then caft it over the ground-bait, 
D foftly 
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foftly and fccrctly draw ft ro you, till the 
lead refts abofct the middle of the ground^ 
bait ; caft in your fceorid line atteut a yard 
above, and the third (both baited) a yard 
below She firft. Fix the rods fri-the ground, 
but be fure go fo far from the water-fide 
that you perceive nothing but the floats, 
which you muft watch very diligently; for 
tfhen;the fifli bite, 1 ybti will fee thefldit 
iink Yuddehly- into the water ; • yet r6n 
not too haftlly to the rod ? tjfl you obfervc 
the line drawu clear away: ; then creep gen- 
tly to the water-fide, and give as much 
. line as poffibly you can ; for if it be a carp 
or Bream, they will go tb the.other fideof 
the Watei*: r <fc6h finite geHrfy, and hold 
your red Bopmg for a- 1 little while, for 
if you i bdth pull, : yoii are fure to lofc 
the game; either line, hook, or hold, will 
certainly break. After you have otf£rC6mc 
then?, they will make fine fport, but arc 
very fhy to be landed. ,1 he carp js more 
ftroflg and'friettFefome than the Bream: 

If pikeoi* pearch breed irj- th'e fthic 
river, they will bite 1 firft, and mtift hfe firft 
taken: for the moft part they are very 
large, and will repair to your groutid bait* 
not that they will- eat ir, fcbti'they will fed 
and fport themfefves among(V : th£ young 

fry 
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Try that gather about, and hover above the 
Dait. 

The way of difcerning and taking the 
pike, if you miftruft the Bream-hook, is 
thus : take a fmall bleak, roach, or gud- 
geon,, bait with it, and let it alive among 
your rods, two feet deep from the cork, 
with a little red-worm on the point of the 
look > then take a handful or two of mag- 
gots, or fome of the ground-bait, and 
i^rinkle it gently amongft your rods: if the 
pike be there, the little fifh will fkipout 
:>f the water, whereby your living bait will 
:ertainly be taken. 

Thus continue your fpprt from four 
n the morning till eight: and if it be 
gloomy and windy they 1 will bite all 
jay *, but that is too long to ftarid in one 
si ace, and may fpoil an evening's diver- 
Ion, which fhould be thus profecuted; 
ibout four in the afternoon repair to the 
waited place, throw in one half of the re- 
minder of the ground-bait, (landing out 
jf fight of the water, whilft the filh gather 
:ogether ; and after fome (hort time of ab- 
sence, bait your rods again, and put them 
n, as direfted in the morning, and you 
will be fure of excellent fport till eight in 
he evening: then caft in the reft of your 
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ground-bait, and, at four next morning, 
vifit them again for four hours, which will 
be thebeft (port of all. 

Th e y arc in their prime from St. James's 
till Bartholemew's day ; being always fat- 
ted after their funamer's feed. 

Obferve laftly, that after three or four 
days fiftiing, your game will grow very 
fliy and timerous, and you will fcarcely 
have a bite at a baiting •, then defift for 
two or three days: and, in the place where 
you laft baited, and intend to renew your 
baits, take a turf of fhortgrafs, about the 
bignefs of a round trencher, and with a 
needle and green thread, fallen, one by 
one, as manv little red worms as will almoit 
cover the turt -, then make a hoie in 
the middle of a broad round trencher, and 
place the turf thereon j put a cord through 
it, and tie it to a pole. Let it, thus ma- 
naged, fink down to the bottom of the wa- 
ter, for the filh to feed upon without dif 
turbance for three or four days ; and after 
that time, when you have drawn it away,, 
you'll find fport almoit beyond expedi- 
tion. 



0/ 
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Of the Flounder. 

THE Flounder is originally afea-fifti, 
without Icales, which wanders very 
far into frefli rivers, and there dwells 
and lofes himfelf, growing twice his 
Jength, and about as broad again, as when 
he quitted the Tea. He is a very wholefome 
fifli, afcd nutritive. The beft are diftin- 
guifhed by red Spots. This fifh affords 
much fport to the Angler. 

22» Haunts. 

HE commonly frequents gravelly fandjr 
bottopos* deep gentle ftreams, near the 
hanks* or at thb end 6f a dream, in a deep 
ftill place v or in a gentle ftream that is 
frmewhat brackifli; and fometimes in the 
decpeft ftilleft part of die river, near the 
bank t but nfct fo frtquent as in pretty fwift 
*r rather gehilc ftrearfw* 

D 3 His 
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His Biting Time and Baits. 

THEY will bite at any fmall worm 
found in marfhy ground and meadows, 
which fhould be well fcoured. He is a 
crafty though greedy biter, and will nib- 
ble and fuck at a baic fometime before he 
takes it ; and if he perceives the hook will 
fly trom it: therefore, let your bait be 
always in motion, which will make him 
more eager. They will bite all day, from 
fun-rife to fun- fct. 

Obfervations on the Severn 

Flounder. 

I N March and April there are large 
quantities caught in the Severn. Their 
haunts, at that time of the year, are 
chiefly on fand-banks, where the water 
makes a return, which, in fait, is an eddy: 
there they lie in large fhoals : but, as the 
fummer advances, they move higher. up 
the ftream. They will travel far : up the 
river, for great numbers have, been caught 
near Bewdly, Bridgnorth, and Shrewfbury. 

But 



And Comply Fly-fisher. 55 

JJut large. Frefhes. in the river bring them 
down again., 

In .jtyarch and, $pri| I generally catch 
the largeft and the teft Flounders, fome 
weighing from half a pound to a pound 
sy^d* a. quarter^ and hayc. caught twelve 
pounds in one *ddy. • ; 
c: T;hr bed bait for them is a wqll fcoured 
lied- worm. Your hook mud not be large, 
for their mouth is very fmall. Your lino 
fjhoyld: be twenty or twenty -rfive feet long, 
made.cf ^he.bqft hepip-|w|nf, ftrppg and 
finl? \ ^ept^t'thf, bon;om : ftf the line you 
muft have arout a yard and a half pf haii\ 
line, well twilled ; nine hairs in each link. 
I always fifti with three hooks to a line, 
atid three middling ballets, one at the top 
of each link the hooks are hung too: lee 
the bullets be hollow,, that tfcJine may 
play, andydu^iiPeafily- 1 ^ aMcof the 
(cpaUeft ;fijh, ; fpr,yop frequently vqatcki 
other f]fh as well as flounders, fu<& as trout, 
famlets, falmoo-fpawtr, gudgeons, &c. " 

Thkrr is a fmall bf 09k ^a)lc^Hawford 9 
whicfy fmptiqs ^felf inijo j Severn 1 three 
miles- $bpye t Vfofoqfter 3l in . which ; large 
qMamftte ^^.caughfc : Jris a w\\qk they are. 
fond of, peing very brackifti* owing (to the 
brine whichovqi;flpwS:the,piis^Pfpitwiph >t 

arid 
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and makes them firmer and better- fla- 
voured than thofe caught in the Sevtiti: 

There are three forts of Flounders 
caught here: one with a back (potted with 
reddifh fpots -, another' browfc ; and one 
black on both Sides, but l l bdieve: they 
are nearly equal in goodnd?; : ' ,! :; M 

1 fish generally with tWelve of ! fliofe 
lines above defcribed, faying them at pro- 
per diftances one fr6ih iKi other, and havtf 
been found in conftant employ for feveral 
hours, together, kfr they bite in general 
pretty free, and make the Angjcrwellent 
diverfion. ' ". * \ - [] 

....'•■> ; - 

Of tU P A R i ,lUV:w J ^J.i ; 

THE Barbel is fo called ^ift^ 
barb or wtiattles at his niduttii fit 
is a feather-meroth'd Filh; W^f"4FV 
fine caft, and a handfome ftape; With 
finals ftateSj -'pMetidUftar. * rrfoft **att 
and curious •taaHnei'; Ut'V ndt v refk6flW 
the heft fiflifor eating ittth* . for'^IWW- 
fomenefi'tftafte: the male, bdweVefY'fo 
reputed nweh better than the feidafe, ■■■•■■ 
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Of the Spawning Time. 

THEY begin to fpawn in April, and 
then are at the word, but quickly become 
in feafon. They flock together like fheep. 
The milter and fpawner mutually labour 
to hide the eggs in holes, which they dig 
in the gravel, covering them with fand, 
much like falmon. 

His Haunts. 

HE is able to live in the fwifteft waters, 
and in fummer frequents the fhalloweft 
and (harpeft ftreams, delighting to lurk 
under weeds, and feed on gravel againft a 
rifing ground, rutting and digging in the 
lands with his nofe, like a hog; and there 
netting himfelf. Yet fometimes he retires 
;o deep and fwift waters, bridges, flood- 
gates, and wares, where he will neft him- 
elf amongft piles, or in hollow places, 
aking fuch hold of mofs or weeds, that be 
lie current ever fo ftrong, it cannot force 
rim from the place he contends for. This 
s his conftant pra&ice, when he and moft 
ither living creatures fport themfelves in 
D 5 the 
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the fun : but, at the approach of winter, 
he forfakes the fwift ftreams and (hallow- 
waters, and, by degrees, retires to thofe 
parts of the river that are quiet and deep, 
in which places, about April, they fpawn, 
and are then at the worft, but foon come 
into leafon again. 

Of bis Biting Time and Baits. 

THE Barbel and chub are reckoned 
the worft or coarfeft of frefh-water fifli \ 
but the Barbel affords the angler fine fport, 
being fo lufty as frequently to endanger 
breaking the line, by running his head vio- 
lently towards any covert, hole, or bank, 
then fir iking at the line with his tail to 
break it. He is alfo fo cunning, as to nib- 
ble and fuck off your bait, clofe to the. 
hook, yet will avoid letting it come into 
his mouth. He is, likewile, very curious 
in his baits, for they riiuft be clean and 
fweet, the worms well fcoured, and not 
kept in four or mufty mofs; for he is a 
nice feeder. At a well fcoured lob- worm 
he will bite as freely as at any other bait 
whatever, efpecially, if a night or two be-; 
fore you fifh for him, ycu bait the place; 
i 1 " ' where 
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where you intend to angle with large worms 
cut in pieces* Neither can you over-bait 
thp :place, ^>or angle too early or too \W. 
for h|m v Maggpts, well fcotfred, are the. 
befjb bait for ijiqvi ;Laftly f when you fifti . 
fqr the Barbel* ufp a long rod, of good 
ftrcngth, for you will find him difficult to 
deal, withv yet when once ftruck he feldom 
or never breaks his hold, ... j 

t^E bites early* from fun-rife till ten ; 
o'clock in the nporning,. and from four in 1 
the ejtf ning*. ;till (uB-fet, fometimes later, • 
Thei* principal bitipg months are, from 
the beginning of May. till the latter end of . 
Aaguft... 



Of the Chub, Chevin; or Bot- 
ling; their Spawning Ti?ne 9 Sea~ 
Jon ;<w4 Shape. ; . . . : 

THE'Chub mucli refemble^th* carp, 
bitt only of fomewhat a longer 
fhape : his fcales are very broad ; his head 
ihort, and his teeth are in his throat. He 
will feed upon little fifh or frogs. 

D 6 About 
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About a fortnight before they fpawn, 
if the weather b& hot, they gather together 
in fhoals, and appear on the top of the 
water; and likewife for a rteek or nine 
days after, if the weather be hot atod bright. 
They fpawn in the month of May, 'but I 
think they are not in feafon till the begin- 
ning of Auguft, and fo continue till the 
month of April, being in the greateft per- 
fection in the winter months. 'You may 
Ait and fait them, which makes them, ih 
this part of the world, preferable to any 
falted fifh whatever, as not having the 
quantity of hairy bones in them at that 
time, which they have in May, Ju«e, and 

July. 



Their . Haunts. 

THE Chub likes fandy or clay bot- 
toms, large rivers, and lhady ftr&tmsr but 
their chief abode is in the angles,, or deep, 
holes where the water runs not Very quick. ' 
They thrive much in ponds into which any 
rivulet runs. 

His 
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-,; His Biting Him* and Baits. 

..HIS biting time is from fun-rifing till 
ten in the morning, and from four in the 
afternoon tilT fun-fct. He is caught, in 
the hot months, at bottom, with cow's 
brains, lob* worms, grafs -hoppers, and cod- 
baits: and at the top, with the -cannon, 
or down-hill-fly, the grafs-hopper, cater- " 
piiler, may-fly, or ant-fly ; thefe are all 
ufed in the manner of bobbing or dipping. 
You muft be fure to place yourfelf out of 
fight behind fome bufh or tree, for the 
Chub will fly to the bottom of the water 
at the very fhadow of your rod, being the 
moft fearful of all fifh, and will alfo make 
iriftantly to the bottom at the fhadow of 
a. bird flying over the water, but will pre- 
fently arife, and lie floating on the top 
again; at which time move your rod 
flowly to the Chub you fifh for : let your 
bjut fall foftly on the water three or four 
inches before him, and he will infallibly 
taikcit 4 , for he is a leather- mouth^fjfh* 
having his teeth, as faidbefpre> in his throat, 
out of which a hook fcarce ever loofeth its 
hold) and therefore give him play enough 

before 
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before you offer co cake him out of the 
water. 

1 HERE'are many baits to take a Chub; 
as, a black fnail with its belly flit, to 
Ihew the white ; fometimer a worm •, or 
any kind of fly, as the arit-fly, flefh fly, 
dor, or beetle; or. a bob, which is a 
lhort white worm, like to, but bigger 
than a gentil, or a cod, or cafe-worm. 
He will take any of thefe very well ; and 
never refitfes a gi'afs-hopper at the top 
of a Twift ftream, or it young wafp-grub 
at the bottom. Thefe grubs ate found in 
the holes of banks, and difcovered by the 
old ones going in and . out ; and are often 
found by the mowers, when catting of 
grafs: they mud be boiled or baked before 
ufed. The- Chub Will like Wife bite at red 
chetries, provided' you Jbait the hole with 
them the night before you fifti. 'You mud 
be fure to make ufe of the fame fized 
hook, and alfo the fame fort of rod and 
line, as for a carp. 

The fpawn efaChirb is excellent for [ 

eating. His head; is the beft'part of him ; 

and he cannot be drefled ttfo fooh after he 

is taken. *' ./ 

. . .* . ~ \j i - . ■ ■ 

Of 
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Of the Roach and Dace. 

TH E Roach is fo called from his red 
fins : he is afifh not much admired 
for his nice tafte, but the Ipawn is reckoned 
the beft part of him; He is a leather- 
mouth'd fifli, having a fort of faw-Iike 
teeth in his throat. As the carp is (tiled 
the 'Water- fox for his cunning, fo the 
Roach is called the water- flieep for his 
fimplicity. . 

It is obfervable that the Roach and 
Dace recover ftrength, and are in feafon, 
about a fortnight atter fpawning; the bar- 
bel and chub in a month; the trout in 
four months; and the falmon in the fame 
time; provided he returns to the fea, and 
comes back again into the frefli waters. 

River Roaches are ever preferred to 
thole in ponds: but the latter. are. ufually 
of a larger breed. There are a fort of fmall 
baftard Roaches with! a very forked tail, 
bred in fome j/onds, differing from the 
true Roach, as the pilchard does from the 
herring. , The Roach make fine diverfion, 
efpecially thofe of a larger fize. They are. 
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a very healthful fifli, whence comes the 
proverb, " A% found as a Roach." 

fo tint* ftflfc Airibifr >infr> ifk Jh 

Their Spawning Time. 

THE Dace or Dare fpawn about the 
tenth of March, and the Roach about the 
beginning of May. Thefe fifh are beftin 
feafon from Michaelmas till Candlemas, 
and are very ordinary eating all the fum- 
mer. 

Their Haunts. 

THE Roach and Dace love a gravelly 
fandy ground beft ; and lie in the cleared, 
deepeft, and ftilleft waters, that are moft 
fhaded ; and alfo among water- docks, and 
under water- lilly leaves, efpecially in very 
hot fun-fhine weather. 

Their Biting Time and Baits. 

THE Roach and Dace are to be fifhed 
for, in winter, with gentils or maggots; 

but 
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but, in April, with worms, and c^dis, or 
fltes, under water, for he fel&bm takes 
them on the top; though the Dace, irf 
many of the hot months, will rife above 
water. 

Roaches may aMb be ' taught thus : 
take an ant-fly, fink him with a little lead 
to the bottom, near the piles of a bridge^ 
or pofts of a ware, or any deep place wherd 
they may lie quietly; pull your fly up very 
Feifurely, and you'll have a Roach generally 
follow your bait to the vfcry top of the 
tater, g*ring[ and running at it with the 
litmoft eagernefs. Thus are great ftore of 
Roach caught. 

You may take both (he Roach, Dace, 
or Dare, with the gentils, or ybqng Wafp- 
grub; btitj when yotf flffi wth thttn, yout 
rtuft to* (lire tahave a lairgi'hiibk, a Qofck 
eVe, and k nimble hitftii tit the bdit will 
b8 16ft: ■■ They^wMl&e^ afeftft any % 
tjut chiefly' the ant!*fly. '" 
ji Itf the riefxt bhfce; Ifhaff inform youof 
a winter-bait toV tJje Roach, Did, or 
<5hdb* If, aboiit tiit beeiridlhg of Norfem* 
ber, or fcjottei!; you foMoW the plow Whcr* 
at worktfpbp" heath bP findy grbund, or 
turfting uji Theg^rf-lWarp,; or frefh land, 
you Will niid a white w&rm'ivith a red hcAd 

about 
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mouth'd ; of a fine fliape ; and filver 
colour : both his body and tail are beauti- 
fully adorned with black fpots. 

His Haunt* and Spawning Time. 

THE Gudgeon is a river-filh, yet | 
fometimes found in ponds that are fed by 
rills or fprings. He delights molt in gra- 
velly or fandy ground, and in a flow ft ream. 
Though he inhabits large rivers, and 
oftentimes little brooks, yet he is chiefly 
to be found in fmall rivers of a fine fandy 
gravel bottom. In the hot months they 
He in much ihallower waters, but all the 
reft of the year, from Michaelmas till 
April, they dwell in th* deepeft places, 
that are mod fandy. 

They fpawn in the latter end of April, 
or May ; and, as fome fay, three or four 
times in a year. 

lJi$ Biting Time, and Baits, 

Ft E is an admirable fifti to enter a 
young angler, being eafily taken with fmall 

worms 



And Compleat Fly-fisher. 69 

worms and maggots. By mudding the 
water, and ftirring up the fand with a pole 
you may draw them together in fhoata, 
and, by now and then throwing in a few 
chopped worms or maggots, you may take 
great quantities of them : your bait muft 
be on or near the ground. 

They are ufually fcattered up and down 
the (hallows of every river in the heat of 
fummer ; but in autumn, when the leaves 
begin to grow four or rot, and the weather 
begins to be cold, they keep together in 
the deeper parts cf the water; and if you 
angle for them with a float or cork, your 
hook muft always touch theground. But 
many fifh for the gudgeon by hand with a 
running line upon the ground, wirhout a 
float, and is an excellent way, if you have 
a tender rod and as gentle a hand. 

He bites all day long from March till 
Michaelmas, but will not bite in very cold 
weather, nor for fome time after his 
fpawning, nor immediately after a (hower 
or land-flood. He bites well in gloomy, 
vvaim, or hot funfhining weather, but 
ieldom bites before fun-rifing or after fun- 
letting, but commonly begins about an 
hour after fun riles, and ceafes, about an 
hour before the fun lets, fearing left he 

Ihould 
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Of the Bleak. 

TH E Bleak, which is by fome called 
the frefli-wacer (prat, is a fifli ever 
in motion, and therefore is m fometimes 1 
called the river fwallow : for as the fwil- 1 
low is obferved, in fummer evenings, to be ! 
in conftant motion, making quick and ' 
Ihort turns upon the wing, the more eafily 
to catch the flies in the air ♦, fo the Bleak 
is almoft continually in aftion in the wa- 
ter, fporting himfelf with fome little flics 
and infe&s that fport on the furface. 

He is of a bright whitilh colour ; his 
back of a pleafant lea-green, and his belly 
Ihining, and white as the mountain fnow. 

The Bleak, though generally reckoned 
of little value, yet is a good ti(h, in my 
opinion, if dreffed as foon as taken. He 
has been frequently ufed to make a fort of 
artificial anchovy, and is often fold for the 
real -, but for want of (kill in the mana- 
gement, by the common artifts, he has 
loft much of his efteem. 

The 
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The Bleak is to be angled for at mid- 
water, with a line and five or fix fmall 
hooks, fattened at about the diftance of 
half a foot one above the other. I have 
often taken four of them at one time by 
this means : the bait has been fmall well 
fcoured maggots, than which none can be 
better. They may be taken with a very 
fmall, fine, artificial black gnat. It is vtry 
pretty fport to whip for them in a fummer 
evening from a boat, or (landing on the 
bank-fide, in a fwift water, with a hazle- 
top, about five or fix feet long, and a line 
twice the length of the rod. 
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Of the Char, and Guiniad. 

I^N Winander-meer, in the county of 
Weftmorland, are caught a very fin- 
gular fort of fifh, called Char, which are 
found no where elfe in England or be- 
land j bat are faich to be in two lakes at 
Snowden, in Wales. 

In a fmall but rapid river, called the 

Petterel, that runs near Carlifle, in the 

£ adjoining 
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adjoining eounty of Cumberland, arc 
caught trouts about the fame fize with the 
Char; that is, from a toot to eighteen 
inches : which are as fine in colour, and, 
when potted, are not eafily diftinguifhed 
in tafte ; and are frequently, by the inha. 
bitants, fent te London, and fold as Char. 
They take the May fly of both forts, the 
whirling dun, and indeed all the other 
flies in their feafon, This river falls into 
the Eden, about a mile, north-eaft from 
the city of Carlifle : and about the fame 
diftance from the city, weft ward, the ri- 
ver Gauda fails into the Eden. The trouts 
in this river are much larger "than thofe in 
the 1'etterel; in which is a particular fpe- 
c^csof trout, called the whiting, or white 
trout : he has no fpots, but is of a bcauri- 
ful fine colour, and his flefh as red as the 
falqion; I believe he never exceeds twen- 
ty inches in length, for I never caught one \ 
•bove that length, nor did never converfe 
with a brother fportfman that did. Th« : 
whirling flies to be ufcd in frfliing tor him 
cannot be too gay ; they fhould be ribbed j 
with gold or filvcr twill, and the: cock's 
hackle over all, as rough as you pleafe. . 
In this river* as well as in the main river. 
Eden, above the falmon fifhery, ib a fort 

of 
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©f trout, (bailed the brandling, clouded on 
the backflike a mackerel, which never 
grows tube above fevcn or eight inches In 
length, and fe^i very much to refembte 
that fort' of fife called gravel laft-fprings 
in the rivers Wye and Severn. In the call 
riding d? Yorkfhire is a fmall but rapid ri- 
ver caljed Duffield Beck, in which are the 
fined t jouts, for fize and quantity, of any 
water I ever fifhed in ; being feldom leu 
than two pounds, and often five or fix 
pounds in weight/ 

The river Dee which rifcs in Merfoil- 
ethfhire, runs through Pemble-mecr, ia 
Chefhire, which is a large water, and 
abounds with a kind of fifh called a Gui+ 
niad, as the river Dee does with falmon: 
'and yet it is remarkable, that there never 
ire any falmon caught in the mcer, nor 
any guiniad in the river. 

r 

^ l Of the Eel. 

THERE are three forts of Eels, 
the Silver Eel, the Green Eel, and 
the Black Eel. The Silver Eel has a fine 
E 2 taste. 
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During the winter months, they never 
ftir up or down the rivers or pools wherein 
they ufually are, but get into the (oft earth 
or mud, where many of them bed them- 
felves together, the better to defend them 
againft the feverity of the weather, and 
there live, without feeding upon any thing 
(as is generally fuppofed). They feldom 
Appear in the day time at other fcafons of 
the year, unlefs the water be mudded, and 
raifed a little by rain, but are ufually 
caught in the night. 

They are efteemed a very delicious fifh 
for eating, and are in feafon all the year, 
but in their prime in May, June, and 
July. They have been known to live out 
of the water five days, the temperament 
of their bodies being very moift, as is that 
of many other fifh whofe fhapeand nature 
are very much like the Eel, and frequent 
bQth thefea and frefli rivers; as the lam- 
prey, or lamper-eel, and alfo the large 
conger, or fea-eel, which are differently 
efteemed according to the difference of 
their tafte. The large conger-eels are of- 
ten taken in the Severn between Tewkef- 
bury and Gloucefter ; and below Warrin- 
ton, in Laneafhire : but the river Stour, ;<i 
Dorfetfhire, the Aukam, in Lincolnfhire, 

and 
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and Irk, in Lancafhire, have the pre-emi*j 
nence above their neighbouring. ftrea^sfq^ 
producing the beft^els* ■;■».. h--v:\ 
The Severn, r ^nd moft pavigable rivers 
that have a communicatiopvith.th? fea^ 
abound with infinite numbers of fmalj, Eels 
or Elvers, which come up the river fides 
early in the fpring, as foop as the fun be-? 
- gins to warm the water* Tl^fe ^retaltei} 
in large quantities, particularly iatHe Scy 
vern, and are made up in little cakes, ^nd 
fold in the markets. Xhey call the comiqg 
up of thefe little Eels, (which is very exact 
and regular as to time) the Elvers running. 
This little fry is, without doubt,, produced 
in the fait water, by the Eels that retire 
thither in autumrv.. 

His Biting Time and Baits. 

THERE are four /prts of baits fof 
taking Eels at bank-hooks, viz. the lob- 
worm, loach* minnow, and bull-head, 
The belt feafon for this is from the middle 
of May to the latter, end of July * when 
the weather cannot be too warm, nor the 
night too dark* One very good way .for 
this fort of fpoit is, to have a ftroag line 
E 5 * - that 
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that will reach acrofs the river or pond ; 
Chen take feveral hooks, with links to them 
about three quarters of a yard in length, 
and tye them to your line about two yards 
Pittance. When your hooks are baited, 
fallen one end of your line to the bank, 
near the river, with a hooked flick ; then 
having a peice of lead or done fattened to 
the other end of the line, call it acrofs the 
river or pond, and let it lie all night. 
With any of thefe three baits, if fweec and 
Frefh, you will infallibly have fport. Or, 
you may ufe any of the above-mentioned 
baits, with a line about a yard long, fattened 
to the fmall end of a hooked (lick, and the 
hook of it (luck into the bank ; and this 
method is indeed moft properly called 
bank-hook fifhing. Or elfe, you may 
make tyes of three or four yards in length, 
to be thrown in at the tops and bottoms of 
ilreams, with a (lone at each end and 
baited in the fame manner as the former. 

There is another method to take Eels, 
which is called proaching, and is to be 
ufed from four o'clock, after a hot day, 
till fun-fet. For this purpofe, you muft 
have a ftrongtop rod, about a yard long, 
with a goofe-quill put over the end of it, 
leaving the extreme end of the quill 
"<* ■•* whole: 



And Compleat Fly-fishbr. 83 

whole: then take a large and ftrong 
needle, and a cat-gut for the line % whip 
it very faft from the eye of the needle 
to the middle: then taking a large 
well fcoured lob-worm, run the eye of 
the needle all up the worm, till it comes 
to the very head *, fo that the point of the 
needle may dome out at the middle of the 
worm ; then put the point of the needle 
into the top of the quill, and take the top 
rod and line both in your hand together* 
Thus you may guide your bait under any 
hollow wall or (lone very gently, and if 
there be any Eel he will bite at it. Give 
him time enough till he has gorged, and 
then you may be fure of him, if you $0 
not attempt to pull him out of his hple 
too fuddenly •, for he lies enfolded 
therein, and will, with the help of his 
tail, break off, unlefsyou give him time 
to be wearied with pulling; and when he 
is fo, you may pull him (lowly and gently 
out. 

The beft way of taking Eels by com- 
mon angling, is to take a well fcoured 
red-worm, and a hook of the fize N°. 4, 
with a float-line a foot fhorter than the rod; 
and having fixfed upon feme {till quiet 
place, with the moft fandy bottom you 
E 6 tan 
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can . find, take with you a confiderable 
quantity of wafp-grubs boiled, or bul- 
lock's : braios chopped fii*e, to bait your 
hole with* You mult not forget to take 
another rod. and line, and bait the one 
with the worm, and the other with the 
wafp-grub; by which means you will be 
fure to find which they take beft. 

There are a great many baits to take 
Eels, but I look on thefe I have mentioned 
to be as good as if you tried an hundred 
forts. This is all I fhall fay of the b el. 
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Of the Minnow, or Pink. 

TH E Minnow when right in fea- 
fon, and not fick, which happens 
only juft after fpawning, is of a fort of 
dappled or waved colour •, his fides incii-. 
ning to a greenifh and fky- colour, his bel- 
ly milk white, and his back almoft black. 
These little fifh are all without fcales, 
but for excellency of tafte may be com- 
pared with any of the larger fized. They 
are ufually full of eggs or (pawn all the 

fummer 
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fummer months; for they bred often, and 
quickly arrive ac their full growth and per- 
fection. Their numerous and frequent 
breeding is very neceffary on account of 
their being a prey and bait* for other fifh. 

He is a very eager biter at a,fmall 
worm; and, in hot weather, makes ex- 
cellent fport for young angles, boys, or 
women that love the recreation. He ap- 
pears firft in March, and continues to Mi** 
chaelmas, and then betakes himfelf to 
mud, weeds, or wood in the rivers, to 
fecure himfelf from floods and fifties of 
prey. 

His biting time is from an hour after 
fun-rifing, till an hour before fun fetting. 
His chief bait is a fmall worm, either zt l 
mid-water or near the bottom. Ufe a float 
in angling for him. 
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Of the Loach. 

TH E Loach is of a delicate tafte, 
and very wholefome: he breeds and 
feeds in little, clear, and fwift brooks or 

rills 
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rills, living on the gravel, and in the 
(harped ft reams. 

His growth is not above a finger's 
length, and his thicknefs proportionable. 
He fomewhat refembles the eel in fhape; 
has a beard or whatties, and a mouth 
formed like the barbel ; he has two fins on 
his fides, four at his belly, and one at his 
tail, and is dappled with many black and 
brown fpots. 

This fifh is ufually full of eggs or 
fpawn, and is efteemed very nourifhing, 
and grateful to the palate and ftomach of 
fick perfons. 

He is to be fifhed for with a very fmall 
worm at the bottom, for he feldom or 
never rifes above the gravel. 

Of the Bull-head, or Miller's- 

THUMB. 

rpVHE Bull-head is a fifh of no 
X pleafing fhape, and refembles the 
the fea-toad fifh. His head is large and 
flat, very difproportionable to his body; 
his mouth wide, and ufually gaping; he 

has 
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lias no teeth, but his lips are rough like a 
file: he has two fins near his -gills, which 
arc roundifli or crefted, two under his 
*belly, two on his back, one below the 
vent, and the tail fin is round. He is 
ipeckled with whitifh, blackifli, and 
"brownifh fpots. 

They are {generally full of eggs or 
fpawn all the fummer, which fweil their 
vents almoft into the form of a dug, and 
they begin to fpawn about the beginning 
of April. 

They hide themfelves in holes, or 
among (tones in clear water, and are 
eafily feen upon any flat ftone, and on the 
gravel, at whfch time the molt inexpert 
angler may take them with a fmall worm. 
They are more commended for their tafte 
and nourilhment, than for their fhape or 
beauty. 



Of the Stickleback, or Jack- 
Sharp. 

THIS is a very fmall infignificant 
fifh. His body is fenced with 
feveral little prickles, which are very 

. (harp 
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lharp and pungent, and from whence he 
has his name. 

This filh is mentioned only becaufe be 
makes up one of the number of frefh 
water fifh, being too inconfiderable to 
afford the angler any fport, unlefs it be 
to ferve as a baic for a trout, to be ufed 
with a fwivel line, for which purpofe he is 
equally good as the minnow. 

Of the Lamprey. 

THIS fifli comfes up out of the fait 
water about the fame time as the 
ihad, and is of little fervice to the diverfion 
of the angler, refufing all kinds of baits: 
and is ufually taken in wheels or bafliets, 
made of twigs, and fattened to the bot- 
tom of the water for that purpofe. 

The Lamprey may very properly be 
faid to be the frefh Water viper, from the 
uncommon highnefs and delicacy of his 
flavour; for which reafon thty are com- 
monly fold at an exceflive price at their 
firft coming, and, when ftewed or potted, 
are greatly admired by the curious* 

" He 
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He is commonly, of the fize and length 
of a large eel, but fomewhat rounder 
and fuller in the body. His back and fides 
are clouded and variegated like the mac- 
krel. He has a roundifh open mouth, of a 
difagreeable form, though neceflary for the 
pujpofe of his fubfiltence, which is fay 
lu&ion, for which reafon he has fereral 
large round holes on each fide, for the 
reception and emifiion of water. They are 
very plentiful in the Severn about Glou- 
cefter and upwards, asfaras Wotfcefter. 

Therb is another fort, which are com- 
monly taken about November, called 
Lamperns, which are exa&ly of jhc fanac 
form and fhape, but much lefs, nQt ex- 
ceeding tht thicknefs of one's thupib : 
they are generally thought to differ fjr^rp 
Che Lamprey in the. fame, manner as [the 
ikmletdocs from the fclmon} . . . ... 1 (!l 



Of tbt S ha iv 



t 



TH E Shad is a filh that comes up 
out of the fait wafer early in the 
fpring into the large rivers that have a 

commu- 
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communication with the fea, and is very 
differently eftcemed according re the rivers 
he comes into. In the Severn^he is a very 
delicious good fifli, efprcially the large 
ones, and, by fome, not reckoned inferior 
to the falmon : whereas in the Thames, 
about London, he is disregarded as a 
coarfe fifli, good for little, except the 
brightnefs of his fcales, whidi are fre- 
quently made into necklaces, pretty near 
the refemblance of pearl. 

He has a fmall head in proportion to his 
fize *, a thick back, and a deep broad body 
growing taper towards the tail : and is in 
feafen from the time of his coming up till 
the middle of May, when the heat of the 
weather makes him lean and full of fmall 
bones. 

He affords the angler no fportv taking 
no bait that I know of, other wife would 
have deferwd a defcription among the beft 
kinds of fifli. There is an inftance of a 
gentleman who caught one with an artifi- 
cial fly in the river Tcme, near Worcefter, 
but I imagine he took it more out of wan- 
tonnefs (nan hunger. 

O F 
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O F 

FLY-FISHING} 

With DirefHons for making the 

ARTIFICIAL FLY. 



1AM now come to the moft enter- 
taining and delightful, pare of the 
fportfman's diverfion,, Fly-fifliing. ; of 
which nothing can belaid too much in 
commendation. If the other branches of 
1 angling are. both nleafaqt and, profitable, 
this is much Wore 16 oh many ^ocotirits . , It 
is the cleaned 'atidndatefl: that can poffibly 
be imagined, being quite free from the 
trouble of baiting your hook, or fouling 
your fingers The exercife it requires 
you to take is moderate and gentle, not 
r being confined lohg to any one part of the 
r river, But moving from dream to ftrcam. 
The fi(h that are caught in this manner, 
are of the beft and moft delicate forts, 

and 
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and when the weather and water are favour- 
able, commonly in large numbers, tven 
the preparation of the materials for the 
artificiaJ fly, and the fkill and contrivance 
in making them, and comparing them 
with the natural, is a very pleafant amufe- 
ment. The manner of the fifties taking 
them, which is by rifing to the top of the 
water, and fometimes out of it, gives the 
angler a very agreeable furprife, and the 
length of the line, greatly adds, to the 
pleafure of tiring and killing them after 
they are hooked. But I haften to the art 
itfeif. 



Of the feveral Sorts qfFhips, ami 

their Seasons, . 

i 

CfHE Red Fly. Black Gnat, 

•*■ Blue dun Fly. Black Caterpillar Fly. 

Brown Fly. ■ Iron-blue Fly. . ■. 

Cow-dun Fly. Sally Fly , 

Stone Fly. Canon y on Down-bill 
Granatn Fly. Fly. 

fpider Fly. Shorn Fly. 

May 
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May Fly- Large Red Ant. • «'• 

Gr*y Dra£*. £* rge Black Ant. 

Orl Fly. ■■■.. . " Welfoman's Button. 
Sky -coloured Blue Fly. Little Red Ant. 

Gadis Fly. Little Black Ant. 

Jpem Ply. . ■ Little Whirling Blue. 

Red Spinner. . Little Pale Blue. 

Blue Gnat. Willow Fty: 

These are all very tempting and cer- 
tain Fltes, which the angler may depend 
upon for fport, and which I fhall presently 
deTcribe in their regular feafons. There 
are many other Flies taken notice of in 
fome treatifes of angling, which may pof- 
bly be of ufe in fome rivers; the principal 
of which I lhall juft mention to fatisfy tha 
Curiofiity of my brother anglers ; but I 
never think- it worth while to make any of 
them artificially. 

The Dun fly. Bark drake fly. 

Ruddy fly. Dark brown fly. . 

Black fly- . Prime dun fly. 

Sandy-yellow fly. Black May palmer 
Moorijh fly. worm. 

Twine fly. Camlet fly. 

Wafp fly. Oak fly. 

Shell fly. Owl fly. 

Brwm 
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Brown gnat. Hearth fly. 

Green Jbiningflejb fly. Badger fly. 
Harry long legs. Yellow-dun fly. 

These arc mentioned, as T faid, only 
for curiofity or variety ; therefore, I 
proceed to the defcription of thofe in 
my firft catalogue. 



a@^9^s^s^^^^^s^a 



The Red Fly. 

COMES down the latter end ef 
February, and continues till the 
middle of March. 

He is made of a dark drake's fea- 
ther ; and the body of a red hackle, 
and the red part of a fquirrel's fur. 
He has four wings, and they lye flaj 
on his back. 

He comes on very plentifully in cold 
Jlormy days. 

*ht 
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T&e Bl u e - d u n Fly. 

COMES down in the beginning of 
March •, and will kill fifh, in the 
forenoon, till the middle of April. 

He is made of a blue duck's feather, 
or darling's wing, with a blue cock's 
hackle; the dubbing, yellow mohair, 
mixed with the blue tur of a fox. 

As he fwims down the water, his wings 
{land upright on his back: his tail is 
forked, and of the colour of his wings. 
He comes down about ten o'clock, and 
continues till twelve, in great quantities : 
but is always thickeft on the water in 
cloudy gloomy days. 

You may fi(h with a worm in the morn- 
ing till the flies come down, which will 
not vary above half an hour, or an hour, 
from the time mentioned ; and then, if 
the water be in order for the fly, is your 
time to begin to ufe it. 

The 
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The Brown Fly, or Dun Drake. 

BEGINS to come down about the 
middle of March, and continue till 
the middle of April if the weather be 
favourable. 

He is made of a partridge or pheafant's 
feather v tt>e body of a partridge's hackle, 
with hair's fur under it, ribbed with yel- 
low filk. * This fly was formerly made of 
a dun drakes feather, with hare's fur only* 
which, in my opinion f is not the colour 
pf the fly. 

: The red fly, the blue fly, and the 
Brown Fly, frequently appear upon the 
water all at one time; but there is no 
neceffity of filhing with the red fly after 
they have tafted the blue fly. They take 
the blue fly in a mtfrning, till th« Brown 
Fly comes on, which he does about eleven, 
and then they take the Brown till two or 
three o'clock. In this order they continue 
till the latter end of the month. 

There are four or five forts of flies in 
April which I (hall mention immediately; 
only obferve in general, that the fly which 

comes 
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comes firft according to the month, is the 
firft fly that is to be ufed tjhat day, and 
then you will fee the other Hies "coming 
on according to their time ; and you may 
obferve the fifh take the former, and leave 
the latter. Thus they continue their fuc- 
cefllon in their feveral days, weeks, and 
months. 



&f^%^mt^m^^f^^&m^ 



The Cow-dung Fly, 

GOMES on about the middle of 
March, and continues ,till the lat- 
ter end of April, but it is not to be fifhed 
with unlefs it be a cold windy day. 

His wings are made with the blue 
feather of a hen tipped with yellow \ thejr 
lie flat on his back : his body is made of 
lemon coloured mohair, with a yellow 
feather about it. 

He is to be made in the fame form as 
the large horfe ant fly. 

F nc 
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The Stone Fly, - 

COMES in the beginning of April, 
and continues to the latter end of 
May. He is chiefly to be filhed with from 
about the break of day till leven in the 
morning: likewife from feven in the even- 
ing all night long (if thought ;proper) ci- 
ther in the natural or artificial way. 

They are found in little (tony brooks, 
and mud be fifhed with (in the natural 
way) upon a fmall worm hook, and drawn 
Opon the flunk of it, with a line about a 
yard longer than the rod, and ufed in a 
middle water. 

This fly is made of the brown feather 
*)F a hen. His belly is of a dirty yellow, 
and his back of the dark brown. His body 
is made of a yellow or brown fpaniels 
hair, or Mohair, with the grizzled hackle 
of a cock round it. 

>' This fly, natural or artificial, is to 
be fifhed with in deep rapid dreams. 

\ .v The 
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"The Granam Fly, or Green 
Tail. 

THIS fly comes about the beginning - 
of April, if the weather be mild : 
they appear upon the water in great quan- 
tities in bright mornings; but in cold 
ftormy days there are but few of them to 
be feen : and then is the time to ufe the 
brown fly. The Granam Fly is tender* 
and unable to endure the cold ; its 
continuance on the water is not above a 
week or nine<lays. 

This fly is made of a feather out of the 
wing of a pheafant, which is full of fine 
fhades, refembling the wings of this fly, 
which lie flat on his back as he fwims 
down the water: his body is made of the 
black part of hare's fur, with a peacock's 
harl over it, and the grizzled hackle of a 
cock wrapped twice round, under the butt 
of the wings. 

Some frequently make this fly with a 

green tail, which I could never find to be 

of any fervice. The green tail fly is the 

female, which lofes its tail as foon as it 

F 2 Y\^&s> 
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lights upon the water. I take this to k 
the egg of the fly, for I have caught two 
of them which have been joined together, 
and put them into a box for twenty-four 
hours: upon opening the box, I found 
they were parted, and that one of them 
had a fmall lump of green at its tail, about 
the bigncfs of a pin's head ; this I kept 
twelve hours longer, when the green part 
came from it like an egg. This induces 
jne to think it is the female fly; and I pre- 
fume that mod other flies breed after the 
fame manner. 



The Spider Fly, 

COMES about the middle of April, 
if it be a favourable fpring. 
I he wings are made of a woodcock's 
feather, that lies under the butt r nd of the 
wing; the body of lead-coloured filk, 
with a black cock's hackle wrapped twice 
or thrice round : the body muft be made 
in the (hape of the ant fly. 

This fly appears in bright and warm 
days, and comes out of beds of gravel by 

the 
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the water-fide, where you may .fin^ jthem in 
bunches from the middle to the latter* end 
of the month, in warm fun-fhining days •, 
but in cold and ftormy weather ttfey dif- 
appear. 

* During thei* feafon, thfcy are found 
covered up in beds of gravel; and ^all 
engendering-^ in order for their production 
next war. 

This fly is never feen in any month of 
the year but April. 

*Tbe a i a c k : $ n at. r 

X die of April. t j i4 ri 

His wiBg is to be made* of alight xbtf* 
coloured blue hackle j the body oi an 

<*Htfgg>;fe^tlftft. M ,-;j .>■•*;'";//■. ' 

This gnat is to'fee ufecf in cold' ftormy 
days, and continues till the latter end of 

fe ii *jr > » i <r ♦ i r .•>.*■■ ■■ •■•■•*■■... * ' * 

• i , : .1 v. 'i -•:. j :-a \- ;t I : " ' , 
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The Black Caterpiller Fly, 

COMES about the middle of April, 
if the weather be warm. 

His wings are made, of a jay's feather, 
one part blue and the other part black; 
and his body of a feather eut of the top of 
a plover, with a dark hackle over it. The 
body of this fly is of a fine (hag like vel- 
vet, which the plover's feather makes 
incomparably well. . ; ., 

He continues till the middle of May, 
and is to be fifhedwith after, warm morn- 
ings, provided there come winds and , 
clouds ; for then they grow weak for want 
of the fan, , and fall upon the watefjifc 
great numbers. . t '■ .■ . :.x 

The Little Iron Blue Fj^y* . 

BEJG I N S to come down early in 
May, and is in greateft perfection 
about the middle of the month. There 

art 
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are few of them to be feen in warm or hot 
weather, but in cold or ftormy days they 
come in great quantities. 

The wing of this fly is made of a cor- 
morant's feather that lies under the wing, 
in the fame form as thofe of a goofe : the 
body is made with the furr cf a wount or 
mole, or rather a water-rat's furr, if you 
can have it, ribbed with yellow filk, and 
a grizzle hackle wrapped twice or thrice 
round. His wings (land upright on his 
back, with a little forked tail.. 

This fly is greatly admired by the gray- 
ling ; and continues from the middle of 
May to the middle of June. 



1 
T£e Yellow Sally Fly, 

APPEARS about the middle of 
May, and continues till the latter 
end of the fame month. 

His wings are made of a yellow cockjp 

hackle, by reafon of its (hining gloflinefs, 

which no dyed colour can come up to,; hp 

has four wings which lie flat upon his back: 

F4 his 
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his body is made with yellow dubbing, 
mixed with dark brown fur, and a yellow 
hackle round it. 

This fly, the canon fly, and the (horn 
fly, are the three flies that prepare thefilh 
to look for the yellow cadow, or May fly. 



XX>>>>0^X)^XX)809()5(>O090^ , 5K 



The Canon Fly, 

• 

COMES down about a fortnight in 
May, and is an exceeding good fly 
for bobbing at the bufh in the natural way, 
or for the long line in the artificial. He 
continues till the yellow cadow comes 
down, and is to be found on the butts of 
oaks, and other trees near the water-fide, 
with his head commonly downwards 5 for 
which reafon he has generally obtained the 
name of the Down-hill fly. 

His wings are made of a feather out of 
a woodcock's wing ; and his body of a 
bittern's ftarher. 

t Triis fly (as I have lately been informed 
by a gentleman of veracity) is bred in th? 
balls that grow on the boughs of large 

oaks, 
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oaks, commonly called oak-apples: this 
be accidentally difcovered by opering feve* 
fat of thefe. balls,, (that had been gathered 
in the Winter, and Drought fete tm houfc) 
in each of which he found the Canon Fly :' 
lbme of theriV, feelnjg : enfivened by the 
warmth of the rbom, immediately took 
flight, and fixed In the window with the 
head downwards, the pofitionthey obferve 
in the trees. 



"The Shorn Fly. 

/TT^B I Syfly . comes about, the fame 
JL time with the'fqriper, and continues 
till the middle of June. He is frequently 
found in mowing of grafs, and a hufky 
wing of a dark brown colour, with fine 
clear blue wings underneath, which he 
makes .ufe of in his Bight. 

This fly is of fht catdrpiller kind: the 
female fiy is of a dull red. They are in 
the greateft perfection about mowing time, 
for after the grafs is cut few are to be feen* 
It is as killing a fly as any I know till the 
May fly comes in, yet has been taken but 
F 5 very 
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very little notice of by anglers, though it 
is the only fly to fifti with in the forenoons 
before the yellow cadow comes down. His 
continuance on the water is the fame as the 
yellow cadow. 

The wings of this fly are made of a jay's 
feather, taken out of the wing, mixed 
with a lhtle black and blue ; and the body 
is made of flefh-coloured (ilk, and a red 
hackle about it. 

This fly will never fail killing fifh, if 
the water be in order. 



Tfo May Fly, or Yellow 
Cadow. 

HE comes down fhe water about a 
week in May, but is not in full per- 
itenon till the twentieth, or between that 
and the thirtieth ; and is a prodigious kill- 
ing fly, as well upon Handing water as 
upon ftrcams. 

The wings of this fly are made of the 
feather of a grey drake dyed yellow ; the 
body is made ot the yellow wool of a ram 

• ■ or 
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irwheathcr, ribbed with a dark^bjowa, 
vhich no feather fuits fo well as tlie hackly 
>f a bittern ; it like wife makes, the legs 
rery artificially ; his head, which is of a 
lark-brown, is made with a peacock's 
larl : his wings (land upright on his back 
$ he fwims down the water, with a long 
orked tail, made with the hair or wifks of 
i fitchow. He is a very large fly, and is 

be made upon a fmall worm-hook, of 
he fize commonly called by anglers N*. 4. 

This fly is moft plentiful in gravelly; 
>r ftony rivers, and but few to be feen on 
lead dull waters. He and the grey drake; 
which fuccetds him) are the fifties chief 
lelight above all others; for there is no 
»ther bait, either fly or infeft, which the, 
ifh fhew themfelves at fo much or fo 
>oidIy: they not only take them at the 
op of the water, but as they come from 
he bottom and fides where they are bred 

1 hufks, which they quit when they life 
the top of the water. 

During their feafon they are a # moft 
plentiful feed for birds as well as fifh. 
They come upon the water about ten o* 
lock, and continue to fun-fetting-, and" 
bough there are hundreds of flies and in-, 
r&s en the river the fame day, both fifh. 
F 6 • ' " and 1 
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and birds will forfake them all and 
thefe. 

It nas been an 'opinion generall 
£?! ved ariiong my brother anglers, th« 
May Fly proceeds from the cod- bait 5 
I find by experience that this is a very, 
jniftake, for the cod-bait produces a 
different fly, call'd the cadis, or cod 
fly* 'which I (hall prefently have occ 
to defcribe. I have lately had an opp 
nity of convincing fome gentlemen ver 
nous in the art, who were of that op 
till they had the fatisfaftion of feeing 
cadis flies produced from cod- baits: * 
I fent for that purpofe about the tir 
their change. The May Fly, whe 
embrio, is inclofed in a longer and r 
fmaller huflc, which is (harp, and po: 
at onef end like a cock's fpur. 

The Grey Drake. 

* 

THE Grey Drake comes a 
a week or nine days after 
former, if the weather be cool; but 
be hot arid foltry, he will be on in tw 

t 

Ik 
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three days after the yellow fly : but you 
muft not mind him, to fifh with him* till 
four or five days after he is oome^ except 
it be in the evenings, from fix o'clock to 
fun-fettipg. For, though the nfli take the 
yellow one very well iri the former part of 
the day, yet when they come on in great 
quantities in the evenings, they will not 
touch them. 

In fifhing with this fly, you muft, en? 
deavour to imitate the riung and falling of 
him upon' the water, for he never fwimsfo - 
regularly as the yellow one, but is gene- 
rally in motion, frilking up and down j 
tor which reafon he is, in fome places, 
called the Tilt-up fly. 

Some are of opinion that this is a very 
difficult fly to make ; bur, I think, it is 
not fo difficult to make him as to fifh with 
h:m after he is made: therefore, if poflible, 
caft your line fo as to drop diredtly over the 
fifhes head, which will bell refemble the 
method of this fly's dtopping on the water, 
when the fifh immediately fly at him : all 
other flies fhould be thrown ajard about 
the head of the fifh, &caufe they all fwim 
gradually down the water. 

The wings of this fly are made with part 
of a grey drake's feather, mixed with the 

grey 
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grey part of a widgeon's feather: the 
body is bed made of a fine oaten draw, 
becaufe it is lead liable to change its colour. 
Several make it with white cotton, but if 
you make it thus, there muft be a good 
deal of filver twift with it. Befure you 
rib it very thick towards the tail with the 
the dark hackle of a bittern, and leave the 
body clear towards the but end of the wing. 
His tail is three forked, about an inch and 
a half long, and is made with the long 
hairs or wiflcs of a fitchow's tail : his head 
is of a dark brown, and made of a pea- 
cock's harl. 

The male and female fly of the yellow 
fort are both of the fame colour, but of the 
grey are fomewhat different: the female 
is belt made of the oaten draw, with a 
light grey drake's feather for the wing* 
and the male with mod of the widgeon's 
feather for the wing, and the body of Gi- 
ver twid with a little cotton. 

Since I entered upon this work, the 
following ingenious account of this fly hat 
been communicated to me, by a gentleman 
who is a - very accurate obferver of the 
productions of nature ; which, as it may 
be matter of curiofity and entertainment to 

tome 
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fome of my readers, I (hall here give it 
them, as briefly, and as near his own 
words as 1 can. 

I happened to walk by the river-fide 
at that feafon pf the year -when the May 
flies, (l\t means the grey fort) which are a 
fpeciesof the jibclla, come up out of the 
water, where they lie in their hufks for a 
confiderable time, at the bottom or fides 
of rivers, near the likenefs of the nymph 
of the Common fmall libella; but when it- 
is mature it fplits open its cafe, and then, 
with great agility, up fprings the new little 
animal, with a flender body, four blackiih, 
veined, tranfparent wings, the upper ones 
having four black fpots, and being much 
larger than the under one3; and three 
long hairs in Us tail. The hulks which are 
left behind float innumerable upon the 
water. * 

It feemed to me to be a fpecies of ephe- 
meron, and I imagined it to be the fame 
infeft defcribed by Goodart and Swammer- 
dam: but a few days convinced me of the 
contrary, for I foon found them to be of 
longer duration than theirs. 

The firft bufincfs of this creature, after he 

is difengaged from the water, is to look out 

for a proper place to fix on, to wait another 

- ■ furprifing 
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furprifing change, which is efiedted in two 
or three days. The firft hint I received of 
this operation was feeing the exuvias hang- 
ing upon a hedge: 1 then collected a great 
number of the infe&s, and put them into 
boxes, and By ft rial y obferving them, I 
could tell when they were ready to put off 
their cloaths, though but fo lately put on. 
I had the pleafure to fhew my friends one 
that I held on my finger all the while it 
performed this great work. It was furprif- 
ing to fee how eafily the back part of the 
fly fplit open and produced the new birth, 
which I could not perceire partook any 
thing of its parent, but left head, body, 
wings, and even its three hair'd tail behind 
on the cafe. After it has repofed irfelf a- 
while it flies to feek its mate. 

In the new fly a remarkable difference 
is feen in the fexes, which I could not fo 
eafily perceive in the firft ftate ; the male 
and female beingthen much of a fize, but 
now the male was much the fmalleft, and 
the hairs in his tail longeft. 

I was very careful to lee if I could dis- 
cover them engendering ; but all that I 
find was, that the males feparated and 
keeping under cover of the trees remote 
from the river: hither the female* refbrted, 

and 
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and mixed with them in their fight (great 
numbers together) with a very bfifk mo- 
tion •, darting at one another, when they 
met, with great vigour, juft as houfe flies 
will do in a funny room/ This they con* 
tiritfed to do for many hdufs, and . thi$ 
feemed their way of coition, which muft 
be quick, and foon performed, as they arc 
of fhort duration. When the femalei 
were impregnated, they left the company 
o\ the males, and fought the river, con* 
ftantly playing up and down on the water. 
It was very plainly feen every time they 
darted down they ejefted a clutter of eggs, 
which feemed a pale blueifti fpeck, like i 
fmall drop of milk, as it dcfcended in the 
water-, then, by the help oftheii- tail, tfie^ 
fpring up again, and defcend again ; and 
thus continue, till they haveexHaufted "t[jeft 




prey. 

^ . nurrfber j>eri(h oh tHe waiters! 

which are covered with' them. Thikts'fhe 
encl of the femalds; Thb folates nfev&'rfe'- 
fort to the fivers; is I cbtfld " pcrcfii vcsi bttt 
after thejr have done thejr dfffce; tfrfciB 
down, languifh, and die Under thfe treei 
and bufhes. 

I 
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I obfervcd that the females were mod I 
numerous, which is very necefiary, confi- | 
deringthe many enemies they have during 
the fhorc time uf their exiftence, for both 
birds and fiQi are very fond of them ; and, 
no doubt, under water they are a food for 
fmall aquatic infe&s. 

What is further remarkable in this fur- 
prifing creature is, that in a life of a jfew 
days it eats nothing, feems to have no ap- 
paratus for that purpofe, but brings up 
with it out of the water, fufficient fupporc 
to enable it to (hed its (kin, and perform 
the principal end of its life with great 
vivacity. 

The particular time when I obferved 
them very numerous and fportive, was on 
the 26th of May, about 6 o'clock in the 
evening. It was a fight very furprifing 
and entertaining, to fee the river teeming 
with, innumerable pretty, nimble, flying 
infc£ts,and aim oft every thing near covered 
With them. When I lopked up into the air, 
it was tullof them as highas 1 could difcern: 
being fo thick and always moving, they ap- 
peared as when one looks up and fees fnow 
coming down. This wonderful fight, in 
three or four days after the end ot May, 
totally difappeared. 

The 
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. J& Orle Fly. 

COMES down the latter end of 
May, or the beginning of i June; 
bnd continues tiH the latter end of June, 
fend is the beft • fly 10 fifh witk after the 
May flies are gone. . § ' -\ % 

The wings of this fly are made of a 
dark grizzel'd cock's 'hackle •, his body of 
a peacock's bar), with very dark red (ilk. 
He has four wings, which lie flat on his 
back as he fwims down the water. 

This, fly is to be fi(h*d with in the 
warmeft weather, and you may ufeit wirh 
fuccefs from ten oftlock till four in tbfc 
afternoon, at which time the fiih leaVe j#F 
thdOrle Fljri' and take the fky-colourcd 
Writ.;- ■;'-:■ -. " . a- ;I . . 1;;.;; 

- ■'•'< ■■-.:;. ,■.:;.»■..!.: ;..: , -Mil v 



I 



Tie Sky-coloijred BiuB Fly, -I 

S oa at the. fame feafonV. with .the for- 
mer, but never appears in the evening^ 



alter a very hot day. 

His 
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His wings ; are rnadc^f 4ie feather of a 
light blue hen, with a yellowilh glofs: the 
body feems, as he flies, of a bright yel- 
low-, but Is made of a light blue fo^ mixed 
with a bright yellow, with a fijvet grrz- 
zel'd hackle over.it, . . ' 

This fly comes on about the middle of 
June, and continue; till the middlf, of 

July. 



The CAdis Fly, u 

WHiCH i before^ mentioned 
to proceed from , the cod- bait* 
begins to dome about a vyetfc to/Juncji 
and is a large fly, having four pa1e-yeU<M 
wings all of one colour, and a pale yel- 
^w; body t ribbed with dark brown, 
- tSe wirtgs are m&e 3ii yeltow Ken* s 
feather: the body, of a buff-colour yel- 
low ft»ir,j-ib^ «ttbL^H*«a^5ifill«^nd 
a yellow hackle, three times round. 
- • TOs #cflhtotie3 M aboui-k *feefcli 

to be filhed with at the dianrig WtHfe fcsf- 
' " ter, 
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er, after it has been difcoloured, when no 
$hef fly will. dp fo* weft. 

The dwelling place of this little crea- 
ure, while in the ftate of a grub, is greatly 
o be admired ; being a' T fmalI hulk 
urioufly wrought on the outfide with 
mall bits of gravel and (lime, after the 
nanner of ftucco work. J The grub kfetf 
s a very- choice bait at bottom nfhing, as 
vill be fliewn hereafter. ' 



The Fern Fly. 

TH £ Fern Fly comes in about 
the latter end of June, and does 
lot continue above a week. He has four 
rings that (land upright on his back. 

His wings and body are made of a 
/oodcock's feather, ribbed with orange 
oloured filk. 

He is to be fiflicd with in a morning, 
he fir ft of any fly, till abot eleven o'clock, 
nd then you may change your fly accord- 
ig to the brightnefs or dullnefs of the 
lay, for there are many flies on at that 
irae. 
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The Red Spinner. 

HE comes down the beginning of 
July, and continues till the middle 
of that month. 

He is to be fifhed with only in the 
evenings of very hot days. 

The wings arc made of a grey drake's 
feather, lightly tinged with a yellow glofs . 
the body is made of a gold twift, with a 
red hackle over iu 

Tie Blue Gnat, 

APPEARS at the fame time as the 
red fpinner. 
It does not avail to fifh with him, un- 
lefs the water be very low and fine; and 
then, in hot weather he is fometimes taken 
very eagerly. 

The wings of this gnat are made of a 
light blue cock's hackle, the body of the 
.blue furr of a fox mixed with fome yellow. 

The 
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The Large Red Ant Fly, 

AS well as the black, comes in abort 
the middle of June, if the weather 
be hot, and continues for about a week or 
nine days. Obferve that thefe two Ant 
Flies that come firft, are the iarge horfe 
ants. 

The wings of this Red Fly are made of 
a feather out of the wing of a darling, of 
a dulky colour : the body of hog's down, 
died of an amber colour. He muft be 
made very large at the tail, and frnall 
towards the wing: with a red cock's 
hackle wrapped twice round under the 
butt end of the wing. 

The Large Black Ant Fly, 

COMES down at the fame time 
as *he red one. 
The wings of this fly are made of the 
lighted iky-coloured blue feather you can 
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get, and of the greateft gloft ; of which 
it will be difficult to find any that can 
come up to the natural wing : the body is 
made of ?n oftridge's black feather, and a 
black cock's hackle wrapped twice round 
under the wing. This fly is to be made 
in the fame form as the red one. 



The Welshman's Button. 

TH E JVeilhman's Button, or Hazlc 
Fly, comes in the latter end of 
July. It has an outer hufky wing, and a 
imall blue oneunder-k ; and is round as a 
button, from whence it has its name. 

They are found upon hazle- trees and 
fern bullies •, and as foon as the bufhes are 
touched they dropdown. They are as good 
for bobbing at the bufh in this month, as 
the canon, or down hill fly is in May. 

The wing is made of a dark hackle 
feather of a pheafant •, and the body of 
the dark part of camel's hair. 

the 
1 
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TXr. Little Red and Black 
Ant Flies. 

T'HI E Y come down the beginning* 
of Auguft; but very feldom ap- 
pear on the water till between one and 
four in the afternoon. 

They are made of the fame materials 
that the large ones are, and in the fame 
(hape, but only half fo large. 

T6e Little Whirling Blue. 

COMES down the beginning of 
Auguft, and continues about a 
fortnight. 

The wings are made of the blue fea- 
ther of a tea-gull-, and the body of the 
red part, of a fquirrePs furr, ribbed with 
yellow, and a red hackle bver it. 

This fly is only to be ufed in the even- 
ing) and in warm weather 

G ne 
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The Little Pale Blue. 

HE comes down the beginning of 
Auguft, and continues till the mid- 
►f September. It is a fly that the 
graylings gieatly admire, which are in 
pertr&ion at this flafon, and afford the 
angler much fport. 

The wings of this fly are made of the 
lighted blue feather o\ a fea-fwallow: the 
body is made of the blueft part of a fox's 
furr,with a very little yellow mohair mixed 
with it, ribbed with a ftraw-coloured 
filk, and a fine pale-blue hackle over it. 

This fly continues till the willow fly 
comes, and afterwards tili the weather 
grows cold. 



^sk-^**^^ 



TAe Willow Fly. 

TH I S fly comes on the middle of 
Auguft, or fometimes fooner, and 
continues till the dun blue comes again. 
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He has four wings which lie flat on his 
back: his belly of a dirty yellow, and his' 
back of a dark brown, J 

His wings are made of a dun cock's 
hackle a little freckled ; his body of fquir- 
rel's furr, ribbed with yellow filk, and^ 
covered lightly with the fame coloured' 
hackle -as the wings. 

In cold ftormy. days you rtauft chiefly' 
ufe this fly, but in warm gloomy days you 
muft filh with the pale blue, andthefetwo 
flies carry but the feafon for fly-fi(hing. 

From the latter end of May till the 
beginning of Auguft, ycu will find fif* 
teen or fixtcen different forts of ghats and. 
flies on the water evtry'day : and then, if 
the weather be warm, you muft obferve it 
as a general rule, to fifh with the firft fly 
that comes 'on jn a morning •, and then 
you will fee the other flies coming down 
gradually : and, as the fifh leave off one 
and 'take another you : rtuft: vary ypiir fly 
according to your difcretion and obferva- 
tion. From about the middle of Augufl: 
you will find moft of the other flies fall off, 
except the little whirling blue* the pale. 
Wue, the willow fly, and fojne fmall f 
gnats that afc ; bf little or' riofigrtification '1 

and 
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and thcfe three autumn flies I reckon to be 
o'f equal value to the three fir ft fpring flies 
vizi the red fly, the blue dun, and the 
hrown d^ake. In thefe two feafons, if the 
weather anct water be favourable, you will 
find. your fport more regular and certain 
tjian in "the hotter months ; one reafon of 
wMch, among others^ is, ihat in the hot- 
ter months the rivers abound with a great 
variety of infefts, which makes the fi(h 
more difficult to be taken; and in the 
fpring you have the advantage of having 
the river fuller' of fifli, before they are dii- 
tgrbed with nets, &c. 

The flies that I have mentioned, arc 
found on all rivers thai ever I was ac- 

3uainted with •, only the May fly and grey 
raXe are. much more fcarce on fome rivers 
than others i and therefore, where they 
are fcarce, and the fifh rtbt well acquaint- 
ed with them, lefs fport is to br expe&ed 
than whjjre ibpy are plentiful. It is com- 
monly iaicl^ that flics differ according to 
the rivers but I ; wili be bold to fay tbey 
arc all ali^e in their kinds, fome little dif- 
ference there may poflibly be in their co- 
lours, ariflns; fr,om thf nature of the foil 
ihrpughVhich.the rfvers run, or from the 
' ' ' " ' difference 
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"difference of men's fancies ; bijt if e^ety 
river was to produce different forts df flits 
itad infedis, tfierc Vcfuld be a tKtmfan4 

times niore than t'here are. 

* .* 

Thu* bave I given a full account of 
a]i the flies and gnats that are moil ne- 
Wfrvi for krfglirfg; except two faluion 
flies, viz. 

The Dragon Fly % and Peacock Fly \ 

SiS^V^onifehrAe^ vfc. " jL 

Tie Broion 'Ply, ^nfl r Wt>ite fly * 

which yet remain to be defcribed. 



\TEe. Jj r a/g o if 



1 r. 




E feeds on fmall Site &&&&£ 
ifcrnabfe to the naketf eve, great 
ers of whijeh I hs*ve takih oift of die 
WiAifthof orfc thefe.ffies : theV tatetlhcm 
la thb raWet^anncr thdt fwalloWkdo, ty 
flying at them. 

The head of this fly is almoft all eyes % 
fre has four wings of a dark brownifh co- 
lour, and his body is of the lame. The 
G 3 bodies 
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bodies of fome of them are two inches 
and a half long. 

This fly comes in about the middle of 
May; and continues to the latter end of 
June. 



The King-fisher, or JPia- 
cock Fly., 

TH I S fly feeds on the fame infe&s 
with the former. 
He is called the King-fiftier from the 
beautif ulnefs of his colour ; but 1 fhould 
think the Peaeoek Fly to be^the moft pro- 
per name f%v Hioi t tof therfe can be no- 
thing fo like, the wings and bo4y ;cfj; tltfs 
fly, as ihc feather that grows pa tbeJ^Te^c 
pf a peacock. ! r . im ' t 

.,. Hb .copies ; in. abput;, $? .Jfanj^ ft*** 
.the fofrr^j:,,; apd : C(^^u^ : lWf^.>ec^ or 
la month longer. ::i . ; 7 : : *-,;. . 

. .< ■ i.,:,i ; -: % : -i,. ' !■» .■■i."- , "i "'i » 
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. *fhe Browm Night FlyV 

HE is made of the brown feather of 
a hen, and the body of the fame 
colour. 

This is properly a moth, which flies 
by night only; and is to be ufed (if you 
are inclined for night fifhing) in a dark 
gloomy night, after a; warm day. When 
you fim in this* manner, ufe a line about a 
yard longer than the rod, and put a couple 
of maggots at the point of the hook, 
which will be of great advantage to the 
fmelling part. 

It will take fi(h both in ftreams and 
(landing waters, and you may hear them 
rife in as much perfection as if you were 
fifhing by day. They will continue to bite 
till day-ttxak, if the night be gloomy and 
cloudy; but if it be a moon-fhining or 
ftar-light night, they will not ftir at thefe 
flies, any more than they will at the day 
flies in a bright day. 

G 4 - The 
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The White Night Fly. 

THIS fly is, in my opinion, the 
bed of the two. 

He is made of the white owl's feather, 
on account of the foftnefs of it, upon a 
middle fized worm hook; the body of the 
fame colour as the wings, and as big as a 
very Jarge wheat ftraw. 

He is in perfe&ion about the latter end 
of May, and continues till the latter 'end of 
June ; when, if you fee out with an intent 
of killing a difh of fifb in the day, and 
fail of fuccefs, you may be Hire of taking 
them at night, it you are (6 ditpofed, and 
this night fly is on the water. 

Having now given an account oF the 
principal flies requifite to furniAt Out the 
diverfion of anglrrs; with their fcvcral 
feafons, and the propereft materials far 
forming them ; it will be neceflary* 4 before 
I conclude the fubjeft of Fly-fithing, to 
lay down the belt directions I am able for 
Backing the artificial fly. 

fbi 
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The Manner qf Making and Ufirtg the 
Artificial Fly. 

WFTE N you make an artificial fly* 
you mud, in the firft place, make 
choice of a hook proportionable to the fly 
you intend : this mud be whipped on 
to your Indian grafs, gut, or hair, in 
the fame manner you would whip bn a 
worni hook, only obfening, that inftead 
of fattening near the bend of the hook, (as 
is ufual in the other way) you muft fallen 
your filk near the top of the (hank, and 
let it remain. Then taking as much fea- 
ther as is neceflary for the wings, lay it as. 
even as you can upon.the upper fide of the 
fhank, with the butt end of the feather 
downwards, towards the bend of the hook, 
and tye it.faft three or four times round 
Vfiih the (ilk: then, with a pin or needle, 
divide the wings as equal as you can, 
and taking your filk, crofs it three or 
fqur time j between them, bringing the filk 
ftill dowQ wards, towards the bend of the 
hook: then taking, your hackle feather, 
tic it faft at the bend of the VtwV^V&t'tat 
G 5 Y*®** 
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point of the hackle upwards. Next, your 
fujr or dubbing being ready, (which is to 
make the' body of the fly) take a little of it 
and twift it gently round your fijk, and 
work it up wards tawards the butt end of 
the wings, and there .fatten it: then take 
your hackle, rib it neatly over the dubbing, 
and fatten it ; then bending the wings, 
and putting theni into the form you delign, 
bring on the butt end of your hackle to- 
wards, the head, and there^faften it firm: 
then taking a bit of dubbing or furr, as 
near the colour of the head o\ the fly as you 
can, whip- it twice or thrice round with (he 
filk, and then: fatten it jutt abeve the 
wings: fo your fly is compleated. ' 

1 confess no directions can well be 
given for making a fly, the way of doing 
it fometimes varying according to the fly 
you make ufe of, or according to the fan- 
cy of the artift; yet <hefe rules, with a 
little pra&ice, will in fome meafure aflift 
an ingenious angler ; but to fee a fly made 
by a fkillful artift is the beft manner of 
learning. It is alfo very necefiary, as you 
walk by the river, to take noitce ot the par- 
ticular kind of fly thetrouts leap at, then 
Catching one of them, and having a bag of 
materials ready provided far \he ^urpote, 
%. ... try' 
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try how near art can imitate nature, and 
though you fail at firft, yet by diligent ob- 
fervation arid experience ytiu will foon ar- 
rive at perte&ion, and take a particular 
pleafure in fly -making. 

J he art of managing your rod and 
throwing your fly is no more to be learned 
by rules than that of making him •, only I 
would advife the young foortfmari, never 
to encumber himfelf with too'much linp, 
no longer at moO than the breadth of the 
river he fiflie;; in. In raifing your line, 
obferve to wave your rod a little round 
your head, rather than bring it directly 
backwaids; and rake care not to make a 
return of your line till it has gone to its 
full length behhd you: otherwife you 
will be very apt to whip off your fly. 
1 he greateft (kill is to make your line fall 
as lightiy as poflibie on the water, efpe- 
cialiy in firooth gliding ftreams, for if it 
falls heavy, fo as to dalh the water, you 
will be fure to affright, and not catch the 
fifh. When you fee a filh rife at the natu- 
ral fly, thebeft way is to throw ayard above 
•him, rather than dire&ly over his head, 
and let the fly move genii y towards him, 
byfwhich means you will (hew it him more 
naturally, and he "will be the more tempt- 
G6 *k 
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ed to take it. But nothing . except your 
own experience and prtftice can make you 
a matter in this art, fo as to throw exatily 
behind trees and bodies into holes and 
curls of the water, for there the beft filti 
commonly lie. 






O F 

BOTTOM-FISHING. 

The Cod-bait. 

TH E Cod bair, or Cadis, is one of 
the mod excellent baits for bottom 
fifhing, and therefore 1 (hall begin with it. 
THEy are found in gravelly and ftony 
brooks or rivulets, and chiefly under ft ones. 
When you get them, you will obferve 
that fome of them will fticfe to the ftones, 
and thefe are the ripeft and beft coloured. 
When you have got : as many a* you want, 
put theffl into a linen bag* and after you 
te&,, . Vv*ve 
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have tied them up/dtp therrt \t\ the water, 
and keep them five of fik daya, dipping 1 
the bagwite a d*yi Whteh tfitt bring therh 
fit for" Qlfey maktag thehnf ydUrttV and as 
tougjfar atf «ttth-*fcrifl». ' 

To difHflguifh the feveraf forts of thefe 
cadis wornis, to obferve what fly each of 
them is turned to, and to knov* ho\i* to 
make ufe 6f rhtfrri ii* both' fhapetf, are 
things thafc fliew the angler'* niceft ftill. 
They differ very much according to the 
foil wherein they are bred, and aTe produ- 
ced chiefly in little rills that run into larger 
rivers ; therefore are a more proper bait 
for thofe rivers than any other. Th^y are 
a fine bait lor trout and grayling. 



How to Ufe the Cod-bait. 

ABOUT a week or nine days in May 
Cod-bait filhing comes in feafon ; which 
N i3 the firft bait to be ufed in a morning, * 
and may be continued to the middle of the 

day* 

It is an excellent bait till the middle of 
June, and is to be ufed with a hook leaded', 
on. the fhank, and the Cod-bait drawn on 
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to the top of it It. wili take in deep wa- 
ters as well as in ft reams, by moving it up 
and down about nine inches or a foot from 
the bottom ; this is commonly called fink 
and draw. There is another method of 
fifhing with Cod bait at mid- water, but 
then you mult put a canon-fly at the 
point of your hook. 

This bait is as good a botttom bait as 
any that 1 kuow* if the water be clear ; 
and is to be prewired to the worm at 
leaft three degrees to one, becaufe all forts 
of pool fifli, and even the eel are great lo- 
vers of it This bait I always hfh with 
myfelf in the morning, while the Mayfly 
is on ; and 1 dare be bold 10 fay, there is 
not any fi(h upon his feed that will rrfufe 
it. The Cod- bait may be made artificial- 
ly, and fo near to the naural, that, in the 
water, it is impoflible to diltinguifh the 
one from the other. 
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The Grass-hopper, 

S likewise a curious fine bait, which 
comes in about the latter end of Jane, 

Thr 
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The young ones arc produced about the 
middle of May, and are to be found on the. 
joints and knots of mod forts of herbs and 
gjrafs in the fields, in a white fermented 
froth, commonly called cuckow's fpit. 
Here they are nouriflied for fome time, 
and then drop down into the grafs, and in 
about a fortnight or three weeks time after 
this they are in perfe&ioR. It is a beautiful 
fine bait to fiih with, but very tender. 

• After the legs are taken off, it is to 
be drawn upon a leaded hook, in the fame 
manner as the cod-bait, and then to fce 
moved about a foot or nine inches from 
the bottom . Your line muft be very fine 
for a yard or more above the bait* confid- 
ing of fingle hairs, if you have any thong 
enough, or eife of fine grafs or filk-worm 
guts ; the reafon why it muft be thus fine 
is, on account of the quicknefs of its fink- 
ing; for tre quicker it finks the more 
freely the fifh take it. 

You may begin to filh with this bait 
about the middle of June, and continue 
morning fifhing till the middle of Auguft, 
if the water be in order, for which it ought 
to be very fine and low. I have caught 
with this bait, pike, trout, grayling, pearch* 
boding, roach, and dace, and am fure that 
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all pool fifh are eaualjy fond of it, for i 
a very natural food both to pools a 
rifefc. ' . ■■ 

The firft flight of the Gra&hoj>pers 
alt aead or aeftroycd by the middle 
July, but tney leave young ones enoi 
behind to fucceed them; thefe contii 
till the cofdnefs of the weather deftn 
thtfrrt, and this laft flight (as I fuppc 
lajf. their eggs in the grats, to preiervc 
fpecies till the next feafon. 



The Cabbage Worm, 
Cabbage Grub. 

rnr\ HIS is an infedt produced fr; 
JL the white butterfly, and triay 
found, about the beginning of Nl'ay, 
cabbage leaves. 

There is ahdtKer.fort of grub whicl 
called the Sleeper, becaufe he lies qi 
arid concealed in the hearts of cabbag 
nelvfcr appearing oh the outfide leaves 
tHfc J jt&kl*J &?!:dops: His back is o 
d^S^hrS ffisWfof a^aati 
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gretfn, finely ribbed. This is found frdm 

f the beginning of July to the Utter end of 

• September, in ;he hearts of cabbages : Be 

proceeds irdm the brown butterfly, and is 

of a harder nature than the 6ther. . . *• 

There is a third fore that istof a xiuJl 
>g*een colour, which nlfo lies quiet in the 
4iearts of cabbages, dad is the kdft\>f the 
*hrcc. 

1 have put all thefe forts of gVubs iptoa 
lxMt, and found that they changed into 
three different forts of butterflies : .the 
Speckled grub was the #Kite butterfly, 
the Sleeker was a dark brown butterfly; 
. and the Green one was a light don butter- 
fly, with tfco little drcles in his wings of a 
different colour* refembting two eyfcs. . 

Tai8£ are fcll thfe palhipr worms that 1 
kftftw of which bbttng to dkbte^gei. . 
. The Cabbage Grab is to fce ufcd , aj^out 
the fame time with the cod-bait, whin rt 
will not be improper to be prepared with 
them both, for the fifh are as fickle in 
their diet as any thing I know, changing 
their food half a dozen times a day, bot- 
tom and top, and fometimes they will pre* 
iter the Cabbage Grub to the cod- bait. 

You muft filh with a line the length of 
the rod ; the bottom of it muft be fine, 

that 
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that the bait may fink the quicker. Ufea I 
large fized worm-hook, very well leaded, J 
for it is a large tough bait ; and fifh with it I 
in the fame manner as the cod- bait, in (till | 
waters, .curls, and dreams. It is a very 
beautiful Tempting bait. 

The firft fort continue till the latter 
end of June ; and after that there are very 
few to be feen till the end of Auguft, whtn 
they are fucceeded, in great quantities by 
the others. Thefe grubs, and grafs hop- 
pers; are the bed bottom baits till the lat- 
ter end of October, and may. be ufed till 
twelve o'clock every morning; and then, 
if you are inclined to change your bait, 
you may ufe the little pale blue fly with 
fuccefs, which the graylings are particu- 
larly fond of; for they, love to take the 
Cabbage Grub or graft hopper in a morn- 
ing, and to lport themfclvca with the flies 
in the aitcrnoon. 



O F 
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minnow-fishing: 

o R, 
Trouling with the Minnow. 



THIS fport comes in about the 
beginning of March, if the water 
.be fine and low* and continues till the lat- 
ter end of May. ■ * It is a very eager: fpert, 
and ari*xcellern bait :at the clearing of the 
water ; it is beft to be fiflied with from one 
o'clock till fun-fetting, becaufcat that time 
the flies and infefts have drawn the fifh out 
upon their feed, and then they will run 
very eagerly at the Minnow. 
« At this fport you muft have a very 
ft iff top- rod, and a ftrong line about the 
length of the roJ, with a very large hook, 
long in the fhank, and well covered with 
lead to the bend of the hook. The min- 
now 
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now is to be drawn Upon the hftqk, begin- 
ning ac ttfc head, arid the "peine of (be 
hook to come ouc a little above che tail. 
This is to be ufed (chiefly) in very rapid 
dreams, which help to give the Minnow a 
brifk and natural jrotion, and thereby en- 
! coiir%Vihe:lar^cftl.rrduft xdiAe it.± . . 

In this way of fiftiing it is neceflary to 
have a fwivel or two in your line, as well 
to help the Minnow to play, and turn 
freely and eafily* a* to Rreyejit -your 
Jinfe Win twtfHAg 6r '!»*&!&£. You 
mutt likewife obfervc to draw your line } 
with a pretty quick motion up the dream; 
and, when you fee the filh rUfa it Tt, Ito 
.you frequently will, take care that y oiii i do 
not fnatch away the banc through.furprife, 
which: is a caution that.tfafe mod'^xpe- 
ricniced aogters Sire not ilw»ys fbfidefatly 
gtjarded a(gainft. : . .■ ! >. ■ -i ; '♦■-.■ 



,&? 
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OF 

MAGGOTrFJSHING. 



BEFORE I lay down any direc- 
tions for ufing this bait, I (hall 
jive the bed directions I can for breeding 
:bem. 

For this purpofe you are to take -a 
beefs liver,, lights, or lungs, or a fheepV 
head (but livens are the bt;ll). After it is 
fcortd with a knife, hang it up and covef . 
it, but not too clofe, for the flies will blow 
it better covered than hanging jn the open 
air. In two or three days after you perceive 
the maggots to be alive, take down the 
liver, and put it into a barrel or large 
earthen pan, ar.d there; let it remain till 
you think the maggots are of full growth. 
Then take a fufiicient quantity of bran, 
in proportion to the fize ot the liver, and 
in three or four days the fir ; ft brood 
will come out of the liver into the bran, 
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and there fcour themfelves.. Then in three 
or four days more cake a ftick and run 
through the liver, and hang it acrofs the 
barrel or pot, when the latter brood will 
foon drop out into thV ; bran, and fcour 
fhemfelves tor your ufe. 

This is the beft method to prevent their 
turning to feemingly dead blackifh grubs, 
and from thence to flies. I have known a 
fly-biow changed into the dead ftate of a. 
grub, and from thence into a fly, which 
has produced other flies, in the (pace of 
fifteen days ; but this was in the hotter 
months 

If you are willing to pteferve Mapgots 
all the winter, you muft get two or three 
livers about the beginning of November ; 
and, if it be a favourable feafon, the flies 
will blow them as Itrongly as in the hotter 
weather, in order to prefer ve Their kind 
againft the next fummer. Thefe are to be 
managed in the fame manner as the other, 
only kept fomewhat warmer till they come 
to their full growths and then throw in a 
good quantiry of bran, which will fecure 
them from froft in winter : thev are to be 
kept in a cellar or fomedampifli place, in 
the barrel or pot they were bred'in. /Thus 

: . i*» *.;■• ..»*■ yog "' 
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' you may prtferve them all the winter, and 
' at any time, if the weather will permit, 
* have them ready for ufe, , 

I shall, in the next place, give a par- 
ticular account of Maggot Fifhing, which 
1 look upon to be the bed kind of bait 

' that ever was invented, and of moft gene- 

' ral ufe for killing fifli, either in rivers or 

; ponds. 

This fifhing comes in the beginning of 
May, and continues till after Chriftmas ; 
but the beft time for taking the grayling 
in rivers, is from the middle of Auguft to 
November, though thefe fifh are not out 

; of leafbn all the winter, and will take no 
other bait, at that feafon, fo well as the 
Maggot. It is in general to be* preferred 
ten to one above any other bait that I know 
or ever heard of, for all forts of frelh- wa- 
ter filh (except falmon, pike, and (had,) 
will feed upon this bait in a very plentiful 
manner. There is not any fort of fifli that 
1 know of in the rivers Severn, Wye, and 
Teme, but I have taken uith this bait; 
except the three above-mentioned. Like- 
wife, if gentlemen and ladies are inclined 
to angle in ponds, this bait will take carp, 

- tench,, pearch, bream, roach, dace, eel, . 

&c. 
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&c. Ic is the beft bair for quicknefs of 
fport; for upon throwing in a few hand- 
fulls of them, by little and little, belore 
you begin to fifh, you will by chat means 
draw the fifh together, and they will pick 
up the baits from the bottom, juft as the 
poultry will pick up their food from the 
ground ; fo tnat when you come to the 
place to fifh, they will be .waiting therein 
expectation of more food, and you will be 
.certain of fport. 

Though there are feveral forts of 
ground-baits and partes recomrrei ded, 
lor baiting the holes where you fifli, yet 
none of them aie comparable to Maggots, 
which will draw all the fiih upon teed 
thirty or forty yards up the rivtrr. It 
was formerly the practice to bait the 
hook with the Maggot, and to bait the 
holes with other lorts of ground baits, 
which, in my opinion, could afford but 
little fport, for neither trour, grayling, or 
prarch vi ill eat grains, fie wed malt, p-ftes, 
or any fuch dead baits, and therefore it is 
necefiary to bait the holes with the fame 
you put upon your hook ; living baits, 
when thrown into the water, being much 
more tempting than dead ones, and make 

ihe 
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the fifh more eager. 1 have fometimss loft 
, a hook in a grayling's mouth, arfd in a 
minute's time have caught the fifh "again, 
and recovered the hook, which I found in 
his mouth. 

To confirm this, I may add what hap- 
pened to fame gentlemen of great diftinc- 
tion, whom I attended afiQiing in the river 
near Oakley Park ; who, by the clearnefs 
of the water, plainly faw me draw the 
graylings and other fifh about me, by 
throwing in, by degrees, a few handfulsof 
Maggots, and diftindtly obferved theic 
manner of feeding ; and afterwards, when 
they (truck away two hooks in two fifties 
mouths, they took notice that thofe par- 
ticular fifh never moved out of their fight 
till they hooked them again, and caught 
them, each of which weighed two pounds. 
This induces me to believe, there is no 
bait fo tempting (for grayling efpecially) 
as the Maggot •, for I could never find by 
any of my brother anglers, that there was 
any bait wherewith they could tempt the 
fifh to bite again fo foon and fo often after 
they had once been hooked. I contefs a 
grayling is the mod free biting fifh that I 
know, and the moft eafily taken, and 
therefore when I have had great fuccefs in 
H taking 
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taking a good difli of fifli, I have bcc n 
fufj edtcd by fomc perfons of ufing oils 
and allurements; whereas, in faft, they 
were caught by Maggot- Fifhing otrfy. 

This is a way of fifhing as eafily learnt 
as any I know * the greateft difficulty is to 
find our the mdft proper feeding places : 
for which purpole, obferve in general, 
that all forts of fifh love to lie deeper upon 
their feed in clear water, and fhallower in 
muddy water. You may fifh without a 
float, but the common method is to ufe 
one. 

When you fi(h in rivers with this bait, 
you muft fifh with a hook from N°. 6 
to N*. 9, according to the foulnefs or 

* clearnefs of the water 5 your line muft be 
finer than for pool fifhing, and you muft 

• lead pretty heavy : the lower link muft be 
a fingle hair, or a fine fiik-worm gut ; and 
always obferve that your (hot drags upon 
the bottom, efpecially in a ftream. 



OF 



O F 

WORM-FISHING. 



THERE are a great variety of 
Worms, but I fhall defcribe thole 
only which are moft ufeful t© the angler. 



fS^Sfc>^JSP^^ 



The Flesh-coloured Red Worm, 

OR, a& he is fometimes ca'led, the 
Dunghill Red Worm, is to be com- 
monly found under old thatch, or chat 
and dung mixed together. This fmall and 
knotted, and of a bright red There »re 
fome to be found in mpft dunghills. 

H % tt* 
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The Brandling, 

IS a very beautiful worm, (Ireaked from 
head to tail in round ringlets, one (freak 
being red and the other yellow. He is 
chiefly found in dunghills confiding of 
horfe dung and hogs-dung mixed toge- 
ther ; and you may iomecimes find very 
fine large" ones among the fhavings of cur- 
riers leather, mixed with a little earth : but 
hog's-dung and horfe-dung mixed breeds 
the greateft quantity. 



The Little Gilt Tail, or 
Tag Worm, 

IS of a pale yellow towards the tail, 
and fhorter than the dunghill red 
worm, but knotted like it. He is com- 
monly found among old horfe dung, and 
you may probably find thefe three forts 
in the lame duqghul, 

<Tkt 



And Compkat Fly-fisher. 149 

The Peacock Red, or Black- 

IiS ,to be /found under?. cow dung, or 
i.hodb-dUog; three parts dried, ia the 
fidds. • He is to be met with from the 
latter endof April to the biginning of Au- 
guft uncer cow dung chiefly, with his 
head an inch above ground * and 1 could 
never find any of this fort in any other 
places. .. ;.■••■■ . -:■/.: . 

' Th£ \reafon -of his being called the 
Peacock Red Worm, is becaufe hU head 
is of as fine a glofs as the harl of a peacock, 
and very near the fame colour. Some take 
Krai* to hUve a blatt head j-but it iheyview 
him when he is well fcoured, they will find 
him of 4 different colour. He has a fiat 
broad tail, and is a very good worm at bot- 
tom- Slhing. 

7& LbB Worm, or Daw Worm. 

S beft in feafon from the beginning of 

May till the beginning of Auguft, and 

H 3 may 
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may be fiflied with all forts of waytvfome- I 
times at bottom, fometimes at mid *ater, ] 
preaching with then for eels, bobbing with I 
them tied in knots, en (ilk or thread, Sit 

Lob Worms are* of two forts, but of the | 
fame kind ; the older are kndtird, the 
younger wirhouc knots, which, for difr 
tindtion fake, are called Maiden Lot** at 
having never bred, ami are by feme arfkd 
Red Lobs Of both forts, fame hare a 
broad fprading or), and are more red* 
headed than the others ; they have a ftreifc 
or lift along the back, and being longer 
and tougher, are more vahjed for taking 
large fifti. 

The White Worm, or MaKL 
Worm, 

IS chiefly found in marl or clay land) 
and commenly after the plow tail. His 
head is very fmall, and of a pale fed, add 
his tail is tagocd with yellow. The other 
part of his body is neaHy of the fame colour 
with the earth he is bred in) but when he 
is fcourcd, he is of a pale white. 

The 
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*£be Dock. Wohmj>_ or Sojhurel- 
tail, 

IS a fine pale red worm, without knot** 
I which is chiefly found in moift places, 
net* dock roots; and is beft {fifcovercd by 
Asking the earth with a dung fork. Thi» 
ft the beft earth worm for carp or ttfieb of 
any that I know. 

The Sebgi; Wo*m, 

IS commonly found in the hollow part 
of fedges near the roots. He has a 
black head and whitilh body, and it as ten* 
der as the young wafp-grub, and about an 
inch in length. This worn) is not to be 
found in any other place but the roots of 
(edges ; and is a very good bait for fifh, 
efpecially in thofe pools were fedges grow, 

H4 'ttk 
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The Cow-Dung Bob, 

IS to be found from the latrer end of 
April till the latter end ot July; under 
cow-dung halt dried He is of a whitifli 
yellow witba red head. It is a very tender 
bait* and xsfuft be tiled with the fame line 
4nd hook as the, maggot. They are to be 
put into fome of the earth from under the 
cow dung where they were found, and if 
kept cool and moid, you may preiervc 
them three week* or a month. -"- 

The ufual tranner of kerpi^ng and fcour- 
ing worms ijjt wet mo&, is lb wdl known, 
that Ineed not fay any thing of it. v ^ 

-•■;■'■ • : 

Trout-fishing with the Worm, 

CO ME S in the latter end of Fe- 
bruary, and continues good till the 
middle of May, particularly mornings and 



I 



1 



evenings, 



The 
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The beft Worms that I know for this 
fport. are the little red worm, theiirand-. 
ling, and the white worm, which ought 
to be Veil cleaned. , Your hook xnjght to 
be N° 2 or j, • fixed to, a go* d Indian graft 
or fiik worm gut, and your lead about 
nine inches or a foot trom ypuilhook : ifi 
the wa.er be low ihrre duck fhors will be 
enough i but if hi^h, five or fix. X9 ur 
line muft be a foot; or -fcHbot arid 1 half 
longer than your rod, if it bean open gra- 
velly river. : yjpu-£Ai jn, butifiMumjiered 
with trees or bulges let it bfe afoot cvtwo 
(horter, Youlmuft alwayalb* furc* in;ari 
open river, to let the point of your rod jgo 
before your body, keeping 1 your lead upon 
the gravely fa* then your rline>fifliea tfjelj;* 
and the leafon of haying yourj lit»e,£b mucil 
longer than the j*gd 9 is to^keepyourielfas 
much out of fight as pb&ble, efpecially in 
clear water ; but in i mbddy watery there 
is no neceffity of having your line any Ion* 
ger than, the rod. ,« ...;.. 

l ■ • When you arm/a Hook for Worro-fifo* 
ing, keep the link on the infide, whipping 
a bridle 'along with .it,, and this is don* 
*p prevent youi?bait from flipping, oth^Fr 
wile it will be ape to flip down into the 

bend 
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bend of the hook and choak it up, thai it 
cannot catch hold oi the filh. 

This is the belt method of bottom- 
fifhing with the Worm that I can direft. 
There is no neceffity of having the line 
longer than the rod for any other fort of 
bottom-fifhing. 

Of Palmer Worms. 

THERE are fevcral ferts of lit- 
tle grubs and worms, of various 
colours, to be found in the fummer time 
on the leaves of trees and bufhes, which 
ait called Palmer Worms. 

Thefe are bed to be got by beating and 
fllaking the boughs of oaks, crab-trees, 
hawthorns, or other bufhes that grow over 
highways or other bare and open places, 
where you may moft conveniently find 
them, and gather them up after they are 
fallen. When you have got a fufficient 
number of them, in order to keep them 
for ufe, yeu mull put them in wooden 
boxes, each fort by themfelves, and feed 
them with fomc of the frefh leaves from 

the 
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thetrefc they wiere tkken ftdrn. Y?m>mufi 
feed them five at fi* time* a wfcdc, aad bo 
fttre yoo take the withered}eavesftofir>the» 
at often an you give thfmffefh^nes^-kwd 
you mutt obfei;ve to rriake Kctlet holes Itf 
the boxes to.givtf tHtmrafc. . Ail the font 
are very natural food for fifoest, as weft lb 
rivers as ponds. 

Th*££ of thefe fans are to be rwadt 
artificially, via. the'Bmwii Palmer Worm* 
the Black Palmer. WfthA, and/ the Reel 
Palmtr Worm. 

Th* Brown Pahntris made of a hogU 
down, dyed of *n amber colour, fibbed 
with fitver twift, with a ted cock's hacktt 
over it. The Black Palmer is made of an 
•ftridgeS black feather* or the featfecr cwt 
Of tb* top knot of a plover, ribbed wi* 

fold, wrift. and covered *fck a black h*c* 
le. The Red Palmer is made of reddifh 
coloured mohair, ribbed with gold twift, 
aftdatedhatkteov^li. 

These Worms are to be fifhed with ei- 
ther at top or bottom? at top, you rauft 
fi(b with them in the lame manner as with 
the artificial flyV and at the bottom* intjie 
fame manner as with the cabbage grub 6r 
graft hopper, made artificially upon a 
leaded hook. 

I 
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I always found thefe baits moft pro* 
per to be fifhed with in the fa.ne manner 
as worms or maggots,, and in this way you 
teuft Angle with a pretty fine book, about 
K°. 4. . . Let jout float keep the bait four 
or five inctocs from the bottom, either in 
river or pond. :..■■>,' 

This is likewife an excellent bait for 
bobbing' at the bufh, with a fine bittern's 
feather wrapped about the upper end of the 
(hank, and. the bait drawn down upon the 
bend of the hook, and if there are any fi/h 
upon teed near it they wjfU not tetufe it. 

This bait* > when it firft drops off the 
boughs/ often fwims down the water* by 
reafon of the web it js involved in f which 
bears it up; when the ftotits, which are 
forking under the boughs iaetpedation of 
the prey, will (eldttn let tkero efcape . 

f| " : Of the B*/e tl c, 

ANOTHERi bait whirb I have not 
yet tiken ■, notice of* and which is 
fometimes of great ufe to the angler, is 
the Beetle. This is of different colours, 

the 
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the one quite biack, the other oi ft dufky 
red. Each fort has two pair ot wings, one 
. over the other \ . the gppcrmoft hairy and 
hard, the undermoft foit and* tianlparent, 
which, when expanded and, (If etched out, 
are much longer than the other, and of a 
bluith colour. . 1 he red ones are eftcemed 
the beft, and both may be found in horfe- 
dung or cow dung, three or four days after 
it has been dropt in the fields, from the 
time that cattle go out to grafs till about 
.Michaelmas. 

When you ufe them, clip off their hard 
wings, and hang them on your hook with 
their legs towards the water. Your line 
muft be flrong, and about a yard and a 
half or two yards long, and fo bob f>r 
drop, for large t routs or boilings, under 
banks or bullies, in clear bright weather* 

There is a fort of little worm or infcft 
which I took particular notice ot fome 
yean ago, and tound in prodigious num- 
bers upon the orl trees and bu(hes about 
Michaelmas. I fometimesobferved fifty or 
fixty of them upon a leaf: they were then 
. about the fize of a barley-corn, but, in 
about a for night, they came to be near an 
inch long. They eat all. the leaves from 
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eff the orl trees for half a mile up the ri- 
ver, and appeared in fuch infinite fwarms, 
that there was icarce a leaf to be feen on* 
tree or bufti. When they had destroyed the 
leaves, chf y tell into the river, and 1 found 
the trouts, graylings, and dace, had fed 
plentifully upon chem, and were gorged 
with them. 

These worms had black heads, four 
feet under their throats, md a black lift 
down their hacks wiih two yellow ftreaki 
on each fide, (rem head to tail. I per- 
ceived they could hang tail by the tail, 
when the reft of the body was loofe and 
ditengaged I never before took any no- 
tice ot thefe worms, though 1 had ebferved 
tht inle&s or ar the river, during the courfe 
of my pra&ite, t**r many years ; yet, no 
doubc, fomc ot them, more or lefs, may 
be found every yt-ar : but this was a fight 
new and lurpnfi. g to ne, as well as to 
many others who faw them. 

I T mny be remarked, that each infefl 
owes its being to a male and female} and 
proceeds trom an egg, in which is inclofed ' 
tfee feed and firft nutriment. The female 
makes choice of fuch place to lay her eggs 
in r as appears to her moft commodious, 

and 
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: and where (he fuppofes there is heat fuffi- 
1 dent to hatch them ; and where her young 
■ • when releafed from their confinement- \yili 
find all convenient fubfiftence. Ajid let fuch 
as are fond of novelty, and entertain the 
vulgar notion, that irfefts (all, or many of 
them) derive their exiftence from corrup- 
tion, becaufe we find worms, and fome- 
times Hies in all corrupted matter, re- 
member, that they thereby caft a great 
reflection on the author of nature, and 
become a reproach and dishonour to hu- 
man reafon. For, whoever beftows the 
lead ferious thought on i- feds, thole dimi- 
nutive creatures, whofr ftru&ure is per- 
formed with iuch evident harmony aid 
contrivance, which are provided fo well 
with all things needful, and perpetuate 
their fpecies in one form without the Walt 
variation, muft either acknowledge that 
they are the creatures of an almighty po- 
wer, or fall into the abfurd doftrine of 
chance, and allow them to be the refult of 
the fortuitous concouile of feme humours 
which have been altered and difplaccd. I 
call this abfurd, for it is ridiculous to the 
J aft degree to imagine that chance alts, or 
to affirm that (he ads with any defi&n, re- 
gularity, or precaution. The fame all wife 

providence 



u* 
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providence that engages our admiration in 
the ftruftuieof a human body, is equally 
confpicuous in rhe formation of an inleft: 
and putrefaction is no more the parent of 
infefts than of larger animals, or of man 
him'&f. 

THUS have I now given my 
reader a full account of all the baits, 
natural as well as artificial , and have 
laid down the bed and plained dire&ions 
I am able, when, and in what manner 
to ufe th;rm, fo as to conduce moft to 
his diverfionj and (hall now take my 
leave of him in the celebrated words of 
the poet ; 

— = 'Si quid nvrifti renins ifiis^ 

Candidas imperii ; fi non> bis utere mtcum. 



FINIS. 
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